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Question:

A project that consi$ts of combustible townhouses that do.not contain horizontal fire separation(s)
constructed on top of a storage garage with concrete floor/roof a~emblyconstructed according to
Article· 3.2.1.2.

Is it acceptable to change the drain, waste and vent (DWV) piping material from non-combuStible to
combuStible and vice versa?

Interpretation:
Yes_
Piping within a ·storage ·garageconstructed in accordance with Article 3.2.1.2. must be the same type
of material; non-combustible or combustible, including the p.Qrtionpenetrating through the floor/roof
assembly and must have a listed fire stop system with· the FT rating.

Note that the same pipe maten.al must penetrate 900 mm above the floor/roof a.s~mbly in
accordance with CAN4-S115 ..M testing criteria before it is allowed to ch3.nge from combustible to
ncm..combustible and vice Versa.

Referalso to interpretations 98-0139 and 98-0159.
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-me '!iews .expressed are the consensus of the jdnt committee of AIBC, APEGBC. BOABC, and POABC, which form the -BC ·Bu~Qing-COde
Iritetpr~QI'l Committee. The purpose oflhe committ~ is.to· enCOUic!geuniform P!:9Vincewide inle.rpretaliQllof.the ee Building Code. These Wews
$ouicl n~ be ·.ca\Siden:d lI$ the official in~rpretation of Iegi!;lated requirements based on the Be Bvilding Code, as final responsibility for an
interprelation rests with the local AiJthorifY Having.lu1isdiction. The views of the joint committee should not be construed as legal advice.


