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2014 British 
Columbia Building 
Code Changes 
 
A City of Kelowna interpretation of the 
2014 Building Code Changes for 9.36 
& 9.32 
 
 

The following changes reflect the most notable revisions and 
staff interpretations. This package is for information purposes 
only and does not constitute a formal or legal document. The 
actual British Columbia Building Code (BCBC) 2012 should be 
reviewed in its entirety for any design / construction 
applications. 

 

 

Prepared by the Development Services Department 
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The following information has been obtained from the HPO Illustrated Guide, Energy Efficiency 
Requirements for Houses in British Columbia, BCBC 9.36 & 9.32, Building Officials Association of 
British Columbia and The Canadian Wood Council. 
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The above cross section indicates the typical framing with insulation being constructed prior to December 
19, 2014 where the nominal insulation thickness determined the required R-value.   

Before December 19, 

2014 
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9.36.2.4 now takes into account all of the assembly components including, cladding, sheathing framing, 
insulation and interior finish materials. This is known as Effective Insulation / Effective Thermal Resistance 
taking the whole wall assembly into consideration. 

 

 

 

 

After December 19, 

2014 
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A wall effective thermal resistance design calculator is available at http://cwc.ca/wtd Σ  ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
their effective insulation values is available from the Canadian Wood Council site at the address listed. 

 

 

        

Energy & Thermal Performance 

¶ This wall is subject to some thermal bridging due to exposure of framing elements to outside temperature conditions. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŦǊŀƳƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀƭƭ ŀǘ мс ƻΦŎΦ ƛǎ но҈ όƛΦŜΦ но҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ƛǎ ǿƻƻŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƴŘ тт҈ ƛǎ ƛƴǎǳlated) 

 

As an example for calculation purposes, tƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ŀōƻǾŜ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ²ƻƻŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
Thermal Design Calculator and to meet the minimum RSI value for the wall assembly of  2.97 or R-value of 16.86 an 
HRV must be incorporated into this design. 

http://cwc.ca/wtd
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Kelowna is located in Zone 5 

 

                                  

 

 

 

 

Prescriptive reductions for insulation values will apply for the walls, ceilings below attics and skylight shafts when 
an HRV is introduced into the home. 
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Energy & Thermal Performance 

¶ This wall is subject to some thermal bridging due to exposure of framing elements to outside temperature conditions. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŦǊŀƳƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀƭƭ ŀǘ нп ƻΦŎΦ ƛǎ нл҈ όƛΦŜΦ нл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ƛǎ ǿƻƻŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƴŘ ул҈ ƛǎ ƛƴǎǳƭŀǘŜŘύ 

 

As an example for calculation purposes, tƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ŀōƻǾŜ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ²ƻƻŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
Thermal Design Calculator and meets the minimum RSI  value of 3.08 or R-value of 17.48 for a wall assembly not 
incorporating an HRV 

 

 

The RSI (R- value Systeme International)  can be multiplied by 5.678 to obtain the R-Value. Kelowna 
is located in Zone 5, 3000 ς 3999 Heating Degree Days, the above table indicates the required RSI values 
of the solid building assembly. 


