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Question:

A warehouse (Group F, Division 2 major occupancy) is provided with:

+ exterior stairs to grade from the loading platform,
+ the stairs are located 3 m horizontally and less than 5 m vertically from the loading bay openings
equipped with non-fire-protection rated overhead doors.

Do the unprotected openings (including, and in particuiar, do the loading bay openings equipped
with non-fire-protection rated overhead doors) within 3 m horizontally of the exterior stairs require
protection?

Interpretation:

The requirement for exposure protection of exterior stairs is dependent on whether the stairs are
required to be classified as an “exit” or as an “access {o exit".

Where the travel distance will comply with Article 3.4.2.4. measured from within the building to a
point at least 3 m horizontally away from unprotected loading bay openings in the exterior wall of the
building, the stair would be classified as an "access fo exit” and the stair serves the same fire
compartment. Therefore, there is no exposure to “exit” concern. It is interpreted that openings in the
exterior wall are not considered to expose the exterior access to exit stair that serves the same fire
compartment.

However, where the travel distance will not comply with Article 3.4.2.4. measured from within the
building to a point at least 3 m horizontally away from unprotected loading bay openings in the
exterior wall of the building and the stair is a required exit from the floor area, the stair would be
classified as an “exit”. Therefore, there is an exposure to “exit’ concern within openings within 3 m
horizontally and 5 m vertically would require protection in conformance with Article 3.2.3.13.

2O

R. J. Light, Committee Chair

The views expressed are the consensus of the jeint committee of AIBC, APEGBC, BOABC, and POABC, which form the BC Building Code Interpretation
Committee. The purpose of the committee is to encourage uniform province wide interpretation of the BC Building Code. These views should not be
considered as the official interpretation of legislated requirements based on the BC Building Code, as final respensibility for an interpretation rests with
the local Authorify Having Jurisdiction. The views of the joint committee should not be consirued as legal advice.




