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Building Code Reference(s): 3.21.1.(3)a) & (b), 3.2.1.1.(7)

Question:

Does a mezzanine that is centrally located within a room and open to the floor below on both the front
and back comply with the intent of Clause 3.2.1.1.(3)(a)? (see attached drawing)

interpretation:
Yes

Clause 3.2.1.1.(3)(a) states that a mezzanine need not be considered a storey in building height when
not less than 60% of the horizontal plane separating the mezzanine from the room or floor space is
open.

The 60% opening is the aggregate area of opening at the horizontal plane and can occur anywhere
within the horizontal plane.

The 60% opening relates to the area of the opening and does not relate to a dimensional
measurement.

It should be noted that Sentence 3.2.1.1.(7) permits partition walls on a mezzanine to enclose up to
10% of the horizontal plane, provided that such partition walls do not obstruct the visual
communication between the mezzanine and the floor below. If a mezzanine is centrally located within
a room, it is unilikely that any partition walls could be constructed on the mezzanine since they wouid
likely obstruct the visual communication.
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