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Building Code Reference(s): 7.5.8.4. (1) (a) and (b)

Question:

1. When determining the size of a vent stack at its base, are additional vent loads connected from
sources other than the stack served considered when sizing the entire vent stack?

2. Should the vent stack increase in size only at the point where the additional load occurs?

Interpretation:

1. Yes

In accordance with Clause 7.5.8.4. (1) (b) all vent loads connected to the vent stack must be
considered when sizing the vent stack at its base and throughout its entire length. These include any
additional vent loads from sources other than the soil-or-waste stack served by the vent stack.

2. No

Clauses 7.5.8.4. (1) (a) and (b) indicate the sizing criteria for the entire vent stack which includes
developed length and all vent loads which affect its entire length.
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The views expressed are the consensus of the joint committee of AIBC, APEGBC, BOABC, and POABC, which form the BC Building Code
Interpretation Committee. The purpose of the committee is to encourage uniform province wide interpretation of the BC Building Code. These views
should not be considered as the official interpretation of legislated requirements based on the BC Building Code, as final responsibility for an
interpretation rests with the local Authority Having Jurisdiction. The views of the joint committee should not be construed as legal advice.




