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Question:

If a secondary suite within a building containing a dwelling unit is located entirely above an attached
garage serving only that dwelling unit, can the reduction of the fire separation between the secondary
suite and the dwelling unit listed in Clause 9.36.2.16.(1)(b) apply, or does the 1 hour fire separation for
the garage from Sentence 9.10.9.16.(2) apply?

If additional parking stall for the secondary suite is provided in the attached garage is the garage still
considered to serve only one dwelling?

Interpretation:

Where a storage garage serves only the dwelling unit to which it is attached or in which it is built, it
shall be considered as part of that dwelling unit and the fire separation required in Sentence
9.10.9.16.(2) need not be provided between the garage and the dwelling unit as per Sentence

9.10.9.16.(3).

If a secondary suite within a building containing a dwelling unit is located entirely above an attached
garage serving only that dwelling unit the fire separation between the secondary suite and the garage
shall be in accordance with Article 9.36.2.16. since the garage is considered as part of that dwelling
unit. If the dwelling unit and the secondary suite are equipped with interconnected smoke alarms the
fire separation between them can be reduced to 30 minutes as per Clause 9.36.2.16.(1)}(b).

By definition a secondary suite is an additional dwelling unit. If additional parking stall for the
secondary suite is provided in the attached garage it no longer complies with 9.10.9.16.(3) since the
garage is serving more than one dwelling unit; therefore, the fire separation between the garage and
both dwelling units shall be 1 hour in accordance with Sentence 9.10.9.16.(2) if the garage contains
not more than 5 motor vehicles. However, the reduction to 30 min. fire separation between the

dwelling unit and the secondary suite would still apply.
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