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Question:

What are the acceptable locations of a vacuum relief valve serving a service water heater?

Interpretation:

The manufacturer’s installation instructions indicate that the vacuum relief valve be located
on the cold water inlet pipe with the tee connection for the vacuum relief valve above the
service water heater.

Page 2 contains some typical permitted and not permitted locations for single tank
installations.

Further information for multiple service water heater installations can be found in BCIC
Interpretation # 98-0040.

The views expressed are the consensus of the joint committee of AIBC, APEGBC, BOABC, and POABC, which form the BC Building
Code Interpretation Committee. The purpose of the committee is to encourage uniform province wide interpretation of the BC Building
Code. These views should not be considered as the official interpretation of legislated requirements based on the BC Building Code, as
final responsibility for an interpretation rests with the local Authority Having Junisdiction. The views of the joint committee should not be
construed as legal advice.
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