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Question:

What are the building code requirements applicable to the rise and run of stairs in industrial
occupancies?

Interpretation:

Generally all stairs within the scope of Part 3 (with noted exceptions see also Article 3.3.1.13) are
required to comply with the rise and run requirements of Sentence 3.4.6.7.(1). One noted exception
in Sentence 3.3.1.13.(2) clarifies that stairs that serve services rooms, services spaces and in
industrial occupancies are not required to comply with Sentence 3.3.1.13.(1) [and by cross-reference
the rise and run requirements of Sentence 3.4.6.7.(1)] provided the stairs are intended only for
occasional use for servicing equipment or machinery.

It is recommended that good practise be followed in designing stairs in these service or industrial
applications taking into consideration occupational health and safety.
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R.J. Light, Committee Chair

The views expressed are the consensus of the joint committee of AIBC, APEGBC, BOABC, and POABC, which form the BC Building Code
Interpretation Committee. The purpose of the committee is to encourage uniform province wide interpretation of the BC Building Code. These views
should not be considered as the official interpretation of legislated requirements based on the BC Building Code, as final responsibility for an
interpretation rests with the local Authority Having Jurisdiction. The views of the joint committee should not be construed as legal advice.
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