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Question:

Sentence 3.4.2.3.(1) waives the requirement for exit remoteness when a floor area is divided with a
fire separation such that not less than 1/3 of the floor area is located one side of the fire separation.

Does this mean that the floor area could be divided such that 5% is located on one side and 95% is
located on the other side of the fire separation? Note that 95% is greater than 1/3 of the floor area.

Interpretation:

Answer:
1. No

Although the wording of Sentence 3.4.2.3.(1) is not abundantly clear, the intent is that the area of the
floor on both sides of the fire separation wall cannot be less than 1/3 of the total floor area.

R. J. Light, Committee Chair

The views expressed are the consensus of the joint committee of AIBC, APEGBC, BOABC, and POABC, which form the BC Building Code
Interpretation Committee. The purpose of the committee is to encourage uniform province wide interpretation of the BC Building Code. These views
should not be considered as the official interpretation of legislated requirements based on the BC Building Code, as final responsibility for an
interpretation rests with the local Authority Having Jurisdiction. The views of the joint committee should not be construed as legal advice.




