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Building Code Reference(s): 9.26.18.2. (1) 9.14.6 Appeal #1345

Question:

Is foundation drain tile required where a building is constructed with the floor slab above outside
grade ?

Interpretation:

NO -- With the underside of the floor slab located at or above the outside finished grade the potential
of hydrostatic pressure under the slab would be eliminated and therefore in compliance with
Sentence 9.14.2.1. (1) without foundation drain tiles.

Where a slab is located below outside grade Sentence 9.14.3.3. (1) alleviates potential hydrostatic
pressure by installing foundation drains with the top of the pipe at or below the underside of the floor
level.

This is subject to the roof being drained in accordance with Sentences 9.26.18.1.(1) and
9.26.18.2.(1). to ensure no ground water can accumulate at the building edge. Surface drainage must
also be considered in accordance with Article 9.14.6.
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R. J. Light, Committee Chair

The views expressed are the consensus of the joint committee of AIBC, APEGBC, BOABC, and POABC, which form the BC Building Code
Interpretation Committee. The purpose of the committee is to encourage uniform province wide interpretation of the BC Building Code. These views
should not be considered as the official interpretation of legislated requirements based on the BC Building Code, as final responsibility for an
interpretation rests with the local Authority Having Jurisdiction. The views of the joint committee should not be construed as legal advice.




