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Question:

Clause 7.5.3.1.(3)(b) states additional relief vents shall be required “so that there are not
more than eight circuit vented fixtures connected to the branch or building drain between
vent pipe connections”.

Do unvented emergency floor drains count toward this maximum of eight circuit vented
fixtures since there is no load from these unvented fixtures?

Interpretation:

No.

Emergency floor drains 3 inch and larger conforming to Clauses 7.5.1.1.(3)(a)(b)(c) and
consistent with the emergency floor drain definition are not counted due to being exempt from
a drainage load and a venting load.

The fixture count between the relief vent and the circuit vent is maximum eight circuit vented
fixtures.

Where a 3 inch floor drain complies with Clauses 7.5.1.1.(3)(a)(b)(c) also qualifies as an
emergency floor drain by definition, such drains would not be counted since Table 7.4.9.3.
indicates no drainage load and a venting load is also not applicable.

Although emergency floor drains with a 2 inch trap do not have a drainage load they do carry
a vent load and must be vented. Therefore, such drains must be included in the vent load on
the circuit vent and counted with the circuit vented fixtures between vents.

\

R. J. Light, Committee Chair

The views expressed are the consensus of the joint committee of AIBC, APEGBC, BOABC, and POABC, which form the BC Building Code
Interpretation Committee. The purpose of the committee is to encourage uniform province wide interpretation of the BC Building Code. These views
should not be considered as the official interpretation of legislated requirements based on the BC Building Code, as final responsibility for an
interpretation rests with the local Authority Having Jurisdiction. The views of the joint committee should not be construed as legal advice.
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