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Question:

Sentence 3.2.8.5.(1) requires the vestibule protecting an exit serving an interconnected floor space
be designed to limit the passage of smoke so that the level of contamination in an exit does not
exceed the limit described in Sentence 3.2.6.2.(2) [that is, more than 1 % by volume of contaminated
air from the fire floor]. Does the fan that provides the pressurization of the vestibule, require an
emergency power supply in conformance with Article 3.2.7.9?

Interpretation:

No.

Article 3.2.7.9 dges not require the fan that provides the pressurization of the vestibule, required by
- Article 3.2.8.5, to have an emergency power supply.

Article 3.2.8.5 references Sentence 3.2.6.2.(2) only for the purpose of defining the air quality required
to be maintained within the exit stair protected by the pressurized vestibule [that is, not more than 1
% by volume of contaminated air from the fire floor]. Clause 3.2.7.9.(1)(c) requires a 2 hour
emergency power supply for fans that are installed to maintain the air quality specified in Article
3.26.2 ltis interpreted that Clause 3.2.7.9.(1)(c} applies only to the fans and electrical equipment
within the scope of Subsection 3.2.6. as specifically outlined in Article 3.2.6.2.

« Subsection 3.2.6. was substantially revised from the 1992 BC Building Code to the 1998 BC Building

Code to consolidate requirements based on incorporating the former Measure A into the bedy of the
code. Part of the associated editoriai revisions was a change to Article 3.2.8.5 to reference the air
quality specified in Sentence 3.2.6.2.(2) [1998 BC Building Code]. The1982 BC Building Code
referenced the same air quality criteria from Measure E of the former Supplement to the NBC 1990
{which did not provide a direct link to Aricle 3.2.7.9.). :
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The views expressed are the consensus of (he joint committee of AIBC. APEGBC, BOABC, and POARBC, which form the BC Building Code
Interpratation Committee. The purpose of the commiltee is to encourage uniform province wide interpretation of the BC Building Code. These views
should not be considered as the official interprelation of legislated requirements based on the BC Building Code, as final responsibility for an
interpretation rests with the local Authority Having Jurisdiction. The views of the joint committes should not be construed as legal advice.




