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Question:

Can windows be considered as acceptable enclosures to mezzanine for maintaining visual openess
to the floor below?

Interpretation:

Yes.

Clause 3.2.1.1.(3)(b) requires that the mezzanine, to a height of not less than 2150 mm above the
i mezzanine floor, is visually open to the floor space below except for guards not more than 1070 mm
in height, columns and posts.

{ Windows of clear glass, without coverings, can be considered as visually open and can be used to
enclose a mezzanine while maintaining visual openess to the floor below.

Covering of those windows with drapes and blinds is not permitted by the building code. Maintaining
visual openess is an on-going maintenance issue which is regutated by the B.C. Fire Code.

Qquﬁ“b

R. J. Light, Committee Chair

The views expressed are the consensus of the jaint committee of AIBC, APEGBC, BOABC, and POABC, which form the BC Building Code
Interpretation Committee. The purpose of the cammittee is to encourage uniform province wide interpretation of the B Building Code. These views
should not be considered as the official interpratation of legislated requirements based on the BC Building Code, as final responsibility for an
interpretation rests with the local Authority Having Jurisdiction. The views of the joini committee should not be construed as legal advice.




