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Interpretation Date: October 17, 2006
Eu'rlding_ Code Edition: ‘ BEC Building Code 1938 0
Subject: Combustible Piping & Vertical Separations
Keywords: Combustible, Piping
Building Code Reference(s): 3.1.5.15.(1)}{a)(b), 3.1.9.4.(6).
Question:
1. May combustible drainage piping be used for trap arms located on one side of a vertical
fire separation in a building of combustible construction?

2. May combustible drainage piping be used for trap arms located on one side of 3 vertical
fire separation in a building required to be of noncombustible construction?

Interpretation:

1. Yes.

In accordance with Sentence 3.1.9.4.(6), combustible piping may be used on one side
of a vertical fire separation provided it is not located in a vertical shaft and regardless of
whether the balance of the drain, waste and vent piping syslem is combustible or
noncombustible. Where the stack located in the vertical separation is noncombustible,
the transition to combustible piping must be made completely oulside of the separation.
This principle would apply to each individual stack (see illustrations on Page 2 & 3).

| 2. Yes, with provisions.

In accordance with Sentence 3.1.9.4.(6), combustible piping may be used on one side
of a vertical fire separation provided it is not located in a vertical shaft. However, piping
materials used in a building required to be of noncombustible construction must
conform to flame spread ratings and smoke development classifications as required by
Clauses 3.1.5.15.(1)(a) & (b).

Please refer to BCIC Interpretation #98-0139 for additional information.
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