BC BUILDING CODE INTERPRETATION COMMITTEE
A joint committee with members representing

AIBC, EGBC, BOABC

File No: 18-0034 INTERPRETATION Page 1 of 2

Interpretation Date: November 26, 2019

Building Code Edition: BC Building Code 2018, Book II: Plumbing Systems
(BCPC)

Subject: Soil-or-Waste Pipe Serving as a Wet Vent

Keywords: Wet Vent, Soil-or-Waste Pipe, Vent Pipe

Building Code Reference(s): 2.5.2.1.(1), Division A —1.4.1.2.(1)

Question:

Is the wet vent illustrated by Example A on page 2 compliant with BCPC provisions (assuming that it
is sized appropriately)?

Interpretation:

No (considering the possible historical permission below).

The only definition contained in the BCPC that is applicable to the dry vent in this diagram is the
general defined term “vent pipe”. In light of this fact, there are no BCPC provisions provided to size
this vent. Other than additional circuit vents, relief vents, offset relief vents, yoke vents, individual
vents and dual vents, a hydraulic load and developed length is required to size a vent pipe. The vent
in the diagram is not defined as any of the foregoing defined vent pipes.

Clause 2.5.2.1.(1)(g) appears to imply that a wet vent requires a continuous vent, however, the
continuous vent that serves a wet vented stack must also be named a stack vent. With this reasoning
the only way to make the installation compliant with a literal interpretation of the BCPC would be to
install a 45° elbow on the wet vent prior to the connection for the trap arm and vent connection (as
illustrated by Example B). This would then make the soil-or-waste pipe serving as a wet vent nominally
vertical and the vent would then be defined as a continuous vent.

Historically the wet vent installation as shown in Example A on page two has been accepted by local
authorities. The vent pipe shown would be sized in accordance with Table 2.5.7.1., based on the size
of the largest trap served by the wet vent. The Committee recognizes the fact that a Code change
proposal is necessary and will be communicating this fact to the appropriate bodies.
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The views expressed are the consensus of the joint committee with members representing AIBC, EGBC and BOABC, which form the BC Building
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on the BC Building Code, as final responsibility for an interpretation rests with the local Authority Having Jurisdiction. The views of the joint
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