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Question:

Sentence 3.1.5.18.(1) and Clause 3.6.5.1.(2)(d) permit the use of combustible ducts in buildings
that are required to be noncombustible construction provided the ducts are only used in
“horizontal runs”.

Does that mean that no portion of a combustible duct can be oriented vertically?

Interpretation:
No

Combustible ducts as illustrated on Page 2 are permitted in a building that is required to be
noncombustible construction.

The intent statement for Sentence 3.1.5.18.(1) is as follows:

To exempt certain combustible materials from the application of Sentence 3.1.5.1.(1) if certain conditions
are met, on the basis that the materials are deemed to insignificantly contribute to fire growth and
spread.

The intent statement for Clause 3.6.5.1.(2)(d) is as follows:

To exempt certain combustible materials from the requirements of Sentence 3.6.5.1.(1), which would
otherwise require the material to be noncombustible, if certain conditions are met.

This is to limit the probability that the materials will contribute to the growth or spread of fire, which could
lead to the spread of fire to other parts of the building by means of the air duct systems, which could
lead to harm to persons.

For the purposes of this interpretation, the term “horizontal run” is interpreted to mean a duct that
is contained within a horizontal service space within a single fire compartment which does not
penetrate a vertical or horizontal fire separation as per 3.6.5.1.(5).
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Combustible flexible ducts as illustrated below are permitted in a building that is required to be
noncombustible construction.
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