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Question:

Sentence 9.9.4.4.(1) requires unprotected openings in exterior walls to be protected with wired
glass or glass block if an unenclosed exterior exit stair or ramp provides the only means of egress
from a suite and is exposed to fire from unprotected openings in the exterior walls of another fire
compartment or another dwelling unit, ancillary space or common space in a house with a
secondary suite.

Does the protection of unprotected openings only apply to those exterior walls that are exposing
building faces?

Interpretation:

No.

Sentence 9.9.4.4.(1) requires unprotected openings in exterior walls to be protected with wired glass
or glass block if an unenclosed exterior exit stair or ramp provides the only means of egress from a
suite and is exposed to fire from unprotected openings in the exterior walls of a another fire
compartment or another dwelling unit, ancillary space or common space in a house with a secondary
suite.

The term “unprotected openings” in Sentence 9.9.4.4.(1) is italicized so it is a defined term.
According to Division A, Part 1, Article 1.4.1.2. “unprotected opening (as applying to exposing
building face) means a doorway, window or opening other than one equipped with a closure having
the required fire protection rating or any part of a wall forming part of the exposing building face that
has a fire-resistance rating less than that required for the exposing building face.
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There are two parts to the definition of unprotected opening. The first part is a doorway, window or
opening that does not have the required fire protection rating. The second part is a wall forming part
of the exposing building face that has a fire-resistance rating less than that required for the exposing
building face.

Throughout the code, the location of unprotected openings is specified such as in exterior walls of
fire compartments or in exposing building faces. Clauses 9.9.4.4.(1)(a) and (b) specify the locations
of those unprotected openings and clearly they are not limited to those openings in the exposing
building faces.

Sentence 9.9.4.4.(1) only requires the unprotected openings in exterior walls to be protected with
wired glass or glass block so the meaning of unprotected openings should be in accordance with the

first part of the definition, i.e. doorway, window or opening of any exterior walls, not just those
openings in the exposing building faces.
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