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Question:
What is the minimum size required for the two vents serving the chambers of an oil interceptor?

Interpretation:
Sentences 2.5.5.2.(4) and 2.5.5.2.(5) provide the minimum sizing requirements for the vents installed at
the opposite ends of an oil interceptor.
Sentence 2.5.5.2.(4) states that the two vents are permitted to be one size smaller than the largest
connected drainage pipe (i.e., if the largest pipe draining into the oil interceptor is 3" then two 2" vents
would be permitted) but in no case shall the vents be smaller than 1 ¼". In the case of a manufactured oil
interceptor, the manufacturer's recommendations can be used to size these vents.
Sentence 2.5.5.2.(5) requires a vent serving an oil interceptor which is installed outside a building in
areas where the vents may be subject to frost closure to be minimum 3" in size.
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The views expressed are the consensus of the joint committee with members representing AIBC, EGBC and BOABC, which form the BC Building
Code Interpretation Committee. The Building and Safety Standards Branch, Province of BC and the City of Vancouver participate in the committee's
proceedings with respect to interpretations of the BC Building Code. The purpose of the committee is to encourage uniform province wide
interpretation of the BC Building Code. These views should not be considered as the official interpretation of legislated requirements based on the
BC Building Code, as final responsibility for an interpretation rests with the local Authority Having Jurisdiction. The views of the joint committee
should not be construed as legal advice.
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