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Question:

In a space containing a mezzanine, the specific use and occupancy of the mezzanine may be
classified different from that of space within which it is contained. ‘

If the occupancy of the mezzanine is classified differently from the space below, in applying the criteria
of Table 3.4.2.2., in the first column labelled “Occupancy of Space”, does the term “Space” refer to the
area above the mezzanine, and not to the space below?

Interpretation:

Yes.

In Table 3.4.2.2., in the first column labelled “Occupancy of Space”, the term “Space” refers to the area
of the space above the mezzanine, not to the area of the space below the mezzanine level.

In other words the occupancy classification of the specific uses above the mezzanine is used in
applying the limits criteria in Table 3.4.2.2. The title of this table refers to “...... Mezzanine Space”,
therefore “Occupancy of Space” refers to the use and occupancy of that same space. This is
reinforced by use of the phrase “space above a mezzanine...” in Sentence 3.4.2.2.(1). This has the
potential of creating an anomaly in having different criteria applied to each level, however note that
Article 3.2.1.1. has area limits in relation to the level below the mezzanine, and Article 3.3.1 .5, may be
more restrictive.

The application of Article 3.4.2.2. to the space above the mezzanine may differ depending on whether
the space containing the mezzanine requires 1 or 2 means of egress.

Take for example, a fully sprinklered warehouse space classified Group F Division 2 and served by a
single egress door, with an enclosed mezzanine of office use (subsidiary) complying with Sentence
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The warehouse suite with office mezzanine, would be regulated for area limits, travel distance and
occupant load by Article 3.3.1.5 based on the most restrictive criteria applied to the suite in its entirety.
The suite would be permitted a maximum area of 200m? and maximum travel distance 25m to the
single egress door. However application of Table 3.4.2.2 for the office mezzanine would also permit a
maximum area of 200m? and maximum travel distance 25m to the egress door. However the enclosed
office mezzanine area is already restricted by Article 3.3.1.5 applied to the entire suite, since the office
mezzanine is an integral part of the suite. Sentence 3.2.1.1.(4) applied to the mezzanine, would also
be more restrictive than the 200m? permitted for the mezzanine in Sentence 3.4.2.2.(2). In this case,
travel distance limits would be the same for both levels. ‘

For a fully sprinklered warehouse space classified Group F Division 2 and served by 2 separate
required egress doors, with an enclosed mezzanine of office use complying with Sentence 3.2.1.1.(4);
the results are different. The warehouse area is limited by Sentence 3.3.1.6.(1) to 45m fravel distance
to the nearest of the 2 egress doors. Application of Table 3.4.2.2 for the office mezzanine would permit
a maximum area of 200m? and maximum travel distance 25m measured to the top of the mezzanine
stair. The enclosed office mezzanine area is also restricted by Sentence 3.2.1.1.(4), which may or may
not be more restrictive than the 200m? permitted for the mezzanine in Sentence 3.4.2.2.(2).

This interpretation is consistent with past BC Building Code Appeal number 1607.

The following page contains illustrations of the examples given.
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