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Question:

in a building that is sprinklered throughout, and which contains an interconnected floor space as
permitted by Sentence 3.2.8.2.(6), are draft stops and close spaced sprinklers required around the
openings through the floor?

Interpretation:

No

Sentence 3.2.8.2.(8) permits an interconnected floor space without having to meet the
requirements of Articles 3.2.8,3. t0 3.2.8.9, Sentence 3.2.8.2.(6) permits openings through the
floor for stairs, escalators and moving walkways in unsprinklered buildings, and any other floor
opening in sprinklered buildings.

Sentence 3.2.8.2.(6) is a unique type of inferconnected floor space that only applies to limited
number of projects that meet the following criteria:

a) the interconnected floor space consists of the first storey and the storey next above or below it, but
not both,

b) the openings through the floor are used only for stairways, escalators or moving walks or the
interconnected floor space is sprinklered throughout (see Appendix A),

c) the interconnected floor space ¢ontains only Group A, Division 1, 2 or 3, Group D, Group E, or
Group F, Division 2 or 3 inajor occupancies (see Appendix A), and

d) the building area is not more than one half of the area permitted by Subsection 3.2.2.

Article 3,2.8.7. requires draft stops around openings through a floor in an interconnected floor
space, but this Article is waived for /nterconnected floor spaces that meet the requirements of
Sentence 3.2.8.2.(6).
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The views expressed are the consensus of the joint commiltee with members representing AIBC, APEGBC, BOABC, and POABC, which form the
BG Building Code Interpretation Commitlée. The purpose of the committee Is to encourage uniform province wide interpretation of the BC Building
Code. These views should not be considered as the official interpretation of legislated requirements based on the BC Building Code, as final
responsibility for an interpretation rests with the local Authorily Having Jurisdiction. The views of the joint committee should not be construed as
legal advice.
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Article 8.15.4.1. of NFPA 13-2013 states that closely spaced sprmklers and draft stops are only
required around floor openings when the “sprinkler protection is serving as the alternative to
enclosure of the vertical opening” (see Attachment #1).

The commientary to Article 8.15,4.1, of NFPA 13-2013 in the Automatic Sprinkler System
Handbook states (see Attachment #1):

"Closely spaced sprinklers and draft stops are required around a vertical opening only when it
would otherwise be required to be protected by a barrier by the building code or NFPA 101."

“Smaller vertical openings may be réferred to in the local building code or NFPA 101 as
communicating spaces or convenience openings. These spaces are not required to have a
barrier around the opening perimeter. (See Section 8.6, Vertical Openings, in NFPA 1 01 for
more details). An example of a commumcatmg space is shown in Exhibit 8.41.”

Since Sentence 3.2.8. 2 (6) waives the requirements for drafts stops in Articlé 3.2.8.7., the vertical
openings through the floor are permitted by the BC Building Code without any protectton barrier
around the vertical opening (i.e. rio fire separation walls around the vertical opening).

Note that Article 1. 5.1.2. in Division A states “In case of conflict between the provisions of this
Code and those of a referenced document the provisions- of this Code shall govern”.

Therefore draft stops and close spaced sprinklers are not required around the vertical openings

through a floor in a building that contains an interconnected floor space that meets the
requirements of Sentence 3.2.8.2.(6).

R. J. Light, Committee Chair
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