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Question:

An occupancy classified as Group A, D, E, or F, has an occupant load of 20 or less.

Sentence 3.7.2.2.(2) indicates that if a single universal toilet room designed to Section 3.8 is
provided, then the total number persons in the building is permitted to be reduced by 10 before
applying Sentences (6), (7), (8), (12), (13), or (14).

Does that mean that Sentence 3.7.2.2.(2) can then be applied using the remainder 10 persons
occupant load in this example?

Interpretation:

Yes.

If a single universal toilet room designed to Section 3.8 is provided, after reduction of the occupant
load by 10 in accordance with Sentence 3.7.2.2.(2), then the remaining 10 persons occupant load
can be used for the purposes of applying Sentence 3.7.2.2.(4). Therefore, in the example given,
there will be a total of 2 washrooms required to be provided (one of which is the universal toilet
room).

See also past BC Building Code Interpretation 06-0021.
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Patrick Shek, p.eng., cp, FEC, Committee Chair

The views expressed are the consensus of the joint committee with members representing AIBC, EGBC and BOABC, which form the BC Building
Code Interpretation Committee. The Building and Safety Standards Branch, Province of BC and the City of Vancouver participate in the committee's
proceedings with respect to interpretations of the BC Building Code. The purpose of the committee is to encourage uniform province wide
interpretation of the BC Building Code. These views should not be considered as the official interpretation of legislated requirements based on the
BC Building Code, as final responsibility for an interpretation rests with the local Authority Having Jurisdiction. The views of the joint committee
should not be construed as legal advice.
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