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Building Code Reference(s): Division A Part 1, 1.4.1.2.(1), 9.13.4., 5.4.1.1.(1)(e)
Question:

Can a radon vent pipe connect to a plumbing vent to reduce the number of roof penetrations in a
building?

Interpretation:

No.
The defined term of a venting system is as follows:

“Venting system means an assembly of pipes and fittings that connects a drainage system with
outside air for circulation of air and protection of trap seals in a drainage system.”

Since a radon vent does not connect to a drainage system (it connects to a sub-floor depressurization
system), it does not fit the above definition.

Further to the above, a fan may also be installed to aid the sub-floor depressurization system which
could result in the failure of the trap seals installed at fixtures, which could lead to either sewer gas or
radon entering the building.
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The views expressed are the consensus of the joint committee with members representing AIBC, EGBC and BOABC, which form the BC Building
Code Interpretation Committee. The Building and Safety Standards Branch, Province of BC and the City of Vancouver paricipate in the
committee’s proceedings with respect to interpretations of the BC Building Code. The purpose of the commitiee is to encourage uniform province
wide interpretation of the BC Building Code. These views should not be considered as the official interpretation of legislated requirements based
on the BC Building Code, as final responsibility for an interpretation rests with the local Authority Having Jutisdiction. The views of the joint
committee should not be construed as legal advice.
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