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Building Code Edition: BC Building Code 2018 

Subject: Combustible Outlet Boxes in Fire-rated Wall 
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Building Code Reference(s): 9.10.5.1.(2); 9.10.5.1.(3); 9.10.9.1.(1)(a); 9.10.9.6.(8) 

Question: 

In Part 9 buildings, is there a limit of the number of combustible electrical boxes in an 
assembly with a fire-resistance rating? 

Interpretation: 

No. 

Sentence 9.10.5.1.(2) permits penetration of electrical outlet boxes in assemblies required to have a 
fire-resistance rating.   

Sentence 9.10.5.1.(3) requires offsetting these boxes if they occur on both sides of the wall.  In both 
Sentences (2) & (3) there is no provision of any limitation on the number of these boxes. 

Sentence 9.10.9.6.(8) permits penetration of electrical outlet boxes in assemblies of fire separations 
with fire-resistance rating for the combustible electrical boxes provided that the opening does not 
exceed 160 cm2, however there is no limitation as to the number of boxes.     


