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Interpretation Date: July 19, 2023 

Building Code Edition: BC Building Code 2018 

Subject: Rainscreen capillary break venting 
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Building Code Reference(s): 9.27.2.2.(2)(d); 9.27.2.2.(3) 

Question: 

Does a rainscreen cavity need to be open near the top for venting and is an insect screen 
required there? 

Interpretation: 

Yes. 

Sentence 9.27.2.2.(3) refers to the top of the drained and vented capillary rainscreen cavity and 
states that this space cannot be contiguous with concealed spaces in projected construction. The 
entire principle of rainscreen is that the space is open on two ends: at the bottom to allow draining of 
the residual moisture and access of the air and at the top allowing for a free flow of this air through 
the space.  

The other principle of the construction is to restrict the access for the insects to all spaces that would 
attract their nesting – therefore the open vented spaces must be protected with insect screens at all 
access points as per 9.27.2.2.(2)(d). 


