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Building Code Reference(s): 4.1.8.18.(12) 

Question: 

Is secondary cabling for seismic restraint required for isolated suspended equipment such as 
pendant lighting?  

Interpretation: 

No (with conditions). 

Sentence 4.1.8.18.(12) permits isolated suspended equipment such as pendant lighting to be 
designed as a pendulum which can freely swing during a seismic event.  

The vertical chain or cable that supports the pendant light must be capable of supporting 2 
times the weight of the suspended component.  

The pendant light must be positioned such that it does not come in contact with any other 
building component when it swings like a pendulum at an angle of 45 degrees.  

Refer to Structural Commentaries to the 2015 NBCC - Commentary J – Article 242 for 
further information.  

 


