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Building Code Reference(s):  

Question: 

For a Part 9 building: 

1. Is the exterior exit route from a townhouse unit permitted to discharge along a vehicle 
access route, to a public thoroughfare? 

2. Does the Building Code regulate the slope of a public thoroughfare? 
 

 

 
Interpretation: 

 
1. Yes, if the vehicle access route meets requirements for an exit. 

 
The BCBC defines “exit” as: 
 
Exit means that part of a means of egress, including doorways, that leads from the floor 
area it serves to a separate building, an open public thoroughfare, or an exterior open 
space protected from fire exposure from the building and having access to an open 
public thoroughfare. 

 
The exterior exit route that leads to a public thoroughfare or an exterior open space as 
described above is part of the exit as defined by the BCBC, and is subject to the 
requirements for exits.  There are many variations in vehicle access routes and it is 
difficult to generalize for all of them.  The vehicle access route can be part of an exit if it 
is safe for use by persons exiting from the building and if it meets BCBC requirements for 
an exit.   
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For many townhouse developments the vehicle route can be part of the exit because 
there is minimal hazard to occupants from moving vehicles.  This requires some 
judgement and should be reviewed with the authority having jurisdiction.  Depending on 
the configuration, there may also be other applicable requirements such as handrails for 
walking routes on ramps. 
 

2. No. 
 

The slopes of public thoroughfares are not subject to BCBC requirements unless they 
are part of a building located on the public thoroughfare.  Public thoroughfares are 
typically owned by the applicable local government and may be subject to other 
municipal engineering standards. 
 
 


