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Building Code Reference(s): 9.14.2.1.(1), 9.14.3.3.(1) 

Question: 

What is the installation requirement, regarding location relative to the bottom of the foundation wall, for 
the drainage pipe installed serving an exterior foundation wall? 

 

Interpretation: 

Sentence 9.14.2.1.(1) states that “Unless it can be shown to be unnecessary, the bottom of every 
exterior foundation wall shall be drained by drainage tile or pipe laid around the exterior of the 
foundation in conformance with Subsection 9.14.3. or by a layer of gravel or crushed rock in 
conformance with Subsection 9.14.4.” 
 
Sentence 9.14.3.3.(1) states that “Drain tile or pipe shall be laid on undisturbed or well-compacted soil 
so that the top of the tile or pipe is below the bottom of the floor slab or the ground cover of the crawl 
space.” 
 
Sentence 9.14.2.1.(1) does not provide any direction for the location of the required exterior 
foundation wall drainage, “bottom of the wall” being somewhat subjective, and directs the user to 
Subsection 9.14.3. which gives clear direction as to the height of the drainage pipe, that being the top 
of the pipe is installed so it is below the bottom of the floor slab. 

 

 


