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Interpretation Date: January 16, 2024 

Building Code Edition: BC Building Code 2018 

Subject: Window between the Attached Garage and Dwelling Unit 

Keywords: Storage Garage, Bedroom Egress Window 

Building Code Reference(s): 9.9.10.; 9.10.13.15.(2); 9.10.9.16.(4)(a) 

Question: 

1. Can a fixed window be installed in a wall adjacent to an attached garage serving a 
dwelling unit? 

2. Can an operable window be installed in a wall adjacent to an attached garage serving a 
dwelling unit? 

 

Interpretation: 

 

1. Yes, with conditions. 

Clause 9.10.9.16.(4)(a) requires that an air barrier system be provided between a garage and the 
remainder of the building. Provided the fixed window is designed to maintain an effective barrier 
against the passage of gas and exhaust fumes, it is permitted. 

 

2. No. 

As noted in answer to question 1, installation of the operable window will not satisfy the requirements 
of air tightness. 


