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WHY?



Agenda

• Building Code Interpretation Committee 
(BCIC)

• Building Code Appeal Board 
(BCAB)

• Key Similarities and Differences

• Key Benefits

• Reducing Barriers to Participation



Building Code Interpretation Committee

• Formed in November 1999
• Facilitates uniform Code interpretation in BC
• Provides generic interpretations on                 

BC Building and Plumbing Codes (not VBBL)
• Decisions are non-binding



Building Code Interpretation Committee

AHJ has authority to:
• enforce the code
• interpret the code
• accept/refuse 

alternative solutions
Disputes → BCAB



Building Code Interpretation Committee
• Volunteer committee

• Members
o BOABC – Patrick Shek (Chair), Doug Vance, Joseph Krevs (Secretary)
o EGBC – Barry Thorson, Robert Heikkila
o AIBC – Michael Jaszczewski, Dean Skalski
o COV – Kevin Lau
o BSSB (non-voting) – Jim Baker

• Meetings
o Monthly
o Consensus
o Not time sensitive
o Interpretations posted, boabc.org



BCIC Process

Interpretation Request

• Anyone can request a code interpretation, or ask for 
clarification on the codes 

• Complete the online interpretation request form
o Provide the code edition and reference
o Provide your interpretation or understanding of the Code with 

an explanation where the Code is not clear
o Include any supporting documents including drawings if 

necessary or other interpretations received



BCIC Outcomes

As of May 17, 2024
• 2 published (34 requests)
• 272 published
• 126 published
• 116 published
• 162 published BCIC Do Nots!

• comment on specific design
• resolve dispute between AHJ and applicants

• comment on alternative solution
• provide ways to comply with the code 

• comment on building products 
• inform the applicant the status of interpretation requests



Building Code Appeal Board

Civil 
Resolution 

Tribunal

Property 
Assessment 
Appeal Board

Safety Standards
Appeal Board

Worker’s 
Compensation
Appeal Tribunal

Agricultural 
Land 

Commission

Building 
Code Appeal 

Board

Labour 
Relations 

Board

Administrative Tribunals
• access to justice for British Columbians
• funded, but independent
• low barrier, lawyer not normally required
• subject matter experts, deference by courts



Building Code Appeal Board

Building 
Code Appeal 

Board

•Local authority building decisions
•Qualification as a building official

•Building Code Appeal Board
• “Confirm, vary, or reverse”
•Decisions in writing, with reasons

Building Code 
Appeal Board

Decisions

BUILDING ACT
[SBC 2015] Chapter 2



BCAB Process

Application Meeting Decision



BCAB Process

1  Work with Appellant!
2  Google it
3  They complete A and B
• simple or complex

4  Local Authority
• complete C, return

5  They complete D
6  They compile and send



BCAB Process
WHO
WHAT

WHEN
WHERE
WHY

Don Pedde – Chair
Frankie Victor – Vice-Chair
Doug Vance – Member
Calvin Wang – Member
Ed Lin – Member
Jim Baker, BSSB – Secretary
Kate O’Brien – Deputy Registrar

• five Members plus support staff
• consider written submissions
• (no attendance by parties)
• twice monthly
• online or in-person
• decisions
• “confirm, vary, or reverse”, with reasons



BCAB Process

Final and binding on parties
Basic principles of administrative law

Library of Decisions
On-line
Searchable

Building Code 
Appeal Board

Decisions



BCAB Outcomes
ReverseVaryConfirm

Building Height, Change of Occupancy1913

Spatial Separations for a Park Model Trailer1914

Smoke Control at Vestibules in a High Building1915

Glazed Openings in Exposing Building Face of a Single Family Dwelling1916

Cancelled1917

Identification of Potential Intruders – Entrance to a Dwelling1918

Cancelled1919

Kitchen Ventilation in a Home with High Energy Efficiency1920

Storeys in Building Height – Rooftop Structures1921

Not Available1922

Withdrawn1923

Localized Depression and Storeys in Building Height, Single Family Dwelling1924

Configuration of Required Egress and Exits, Two-Storey Suites1925

Accessible Location for Shut-off Valves, Residential Suites1926

Cancelled1927

Applicability of the Building Code to an Accessory Building1928

Concealment of Combustible Water Piping in a Building of Noncombustible Construction1929

Alternative Solution for Noncombustible Construction and High Building Requirements1930

Means of Egress in an Alteration to an Existing Building1931
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Key Similarities and Differences
Similarities

Differences

• Produce searchable, on-line libraries available to Code users to assist 
with understanding and applying the Building and Plumbing Codes

• Subject matter experts

BCIC

• Volunteer Committee, appointed by stakeholders

• Do not resolve disputes

• General interpretations

• No alternative solutions

• Not time sensitive

• Non-binding interpretations

BCAB

• Administrative tribunal, Attorney General appointees

• Resolves disputes

• Site specific decisions

• Alternative solutions

• Time sensitive

• Binding decisions



Key Benefits

For a Building or Plumbing Official, what 
benefits are provided by the:

• Building Code Interpretation Committee?

• Building Code Appeal Board?



BARRIERS



BARRIERS



BARRIERS Timeliness
Relationships



BARRIERS Timeliness

“Every day is a dollar”
CHBA-BC Builder, Joe Hart



BARRIERS Timeliness
Relationships



BARRIERS



Thank you
Pa t r i c k  S h e k  |  https://boabc.org/interpretat ion-request-form/
D o n  Pe d d e  |  B u i l d i n g .S a f e t y @ g o v. b c.c a  |  S u b j e c t :  A p p e a l  B o a r d


