
Minor Code Changes and NRC 
Administrative Changes to the NPC
Administrative Changes
Small Changes
How it may affect you? Ask for the testing.

For BOABC

Kevin Wong: Canadian Codes Manager, Uponor Ltd.



Objective 

Create/maintain a more effective communication 
channel/professional partnership with engineers, and 
inspectors

  Provide information on plumbing system standards and its 
conformance to the applicable codes based on available 
certifications

OPEN DOOR POLICY FOLKS……

 



Updated Codes and Standards Language
•Standards referenced within the Building Code- with edition

•The Building Code uses two different words

• Conform with
o Where a component of a plumbing system is required by this Code to 

comply with a standard and the compliance is not certified by a testing 
agency accredited by the Standards Council of Canada for the testing 
of the component in question and, when an inspector requests proof of 
the compliance, proof of compliance shall be produced by the person 
proposing to install or have installed the component, and without such 
proof the component shall not be installed as a permanent part of any 
plumbing system

• Certified to
o Where a component of a plumbing system is required to be certified to 

a standard, the certification shall be made by a testing agency 
accredited for that purpose by the Standards Council of Canada



How to comply

• Manufacturers 3rd Party Listings 
• Approved applications

• ASK for the testing and certifications



Agenda

• Changes from 2015 to 2020 NPC
• Finding Interpretations for the BC
• Impacts on Permitting and Inspections
• Question and Answer segment



Seemingly Minor Changes to 2020 NPC

• New Defined Terms, abbreviation and wording changes 
• Seismic Design (that is a whole new course)
• Piping and tubing material 
• Nominal Pipe Size (NPS) (covered last time)
• Asbestos based material (covered last time)
• Water Temperature Control (covered last time)
• Protection from Backflow 
• Non-Potable Water System (covered last time)
• Non-Potable Rainwater Harvesting system (covered last time)                                                              



New Defined Terms, abbreviation and wording 
changes 

Nominal Pipe Size (NPS)
• The nominal diameter by which a pipe, fitting, trap or other similar items is 

commercially designated 

Sanitary Drainage Pipe
• A pipe in a sanitary drainage system

Stack
• A vertical sanitary drainage pipe that passes through one or more stories 

and includes any offset that is part of the stack



Not going to talk about seismic…

• That is a whole course on to itself



Plastic Piping and tubing material 

PE-RT (new to the codes)
• Polyethylene of Raised Temperature



Plastic Piping and tubing material 



Plastic Piping and tubing material 



How to comply

• Manufacturers 3rd Party Listings 
• Approved applications

• ASK for the testing and listings, and certifications



How do pipe manufacturers comply?



Water Temperature Control and Limitations

• More to discuss… especially in complex buildings and care facilities

Temperatures of concern…..
• Legionella 140oF (60oC) (non-moving, stagnant and non chlorinated)
• Discharge at 120oF (49oC)
• Healthcare discharge 109 oF (43oC)
• Quebec recirc return temps at 131.3oF (55oC)



Backflow



More on Backflow



More on Backflow



Finding Interpretations 
and Notes
• Best place to find the answers you 

need for what is new in the codes



Impacts on Imspections

• Detail matter
• As the AHJ you have the power to ask questions and for evidence of 

compliance. 



What are you looking for?

• Details
• Specifics
• What you are actually looking at and using?
• There is no substitution for what is in front of you

Always circle back to the code requirements!

The choice is yours to use, approve, reject or not. 
It is the manufacturers responsibility to make this easy for you not 
convoluted or confusing….

The Ontario Building Code 
(7.2.1.3[4]) states that "if a 
component of a plumbing 
system is required to be 
certified to a standard, the 
certification shall be made 
by a testing agency 
accredited for that purpose 
by the Standards Council of 
Canada.“



Questions???

Kevin Wong, BSc, MBA
Canadian Codes Manager 
Uponor Ltd
Kevin.wong@uponor.com
416-527-4515

mailto:Kevin.wong@uponor.com
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