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Interpretation Date: July 16, 2024 

Building Code Edition: BC Building Code 2024 

Subject: Unsupported height of foundation wall 

Keywords: Unsupported, height, foundation wall 

Building Code Reference(s): 9.15.4.2.(1), Table 9.15.4.2.-A, 9.15.4.3. 

Question: 

Does Table 9.15.4.2.-A limit the height of foundation walls to 3m for Part 9 buildings when 
the foundation walls are constructed of solid concrete, concrete core in flat insulating 
concrete form, or unreinforced concrete block walls?  

 

Interpretation: 

Yes. 

 

The columns entitled “Height of Foundation Wall Laterally Supported 4 to 6 of Table 

9.15.4.2.-A indicates the maximum height of a foundation wall when it is laterally 

supported at the top in accordance with Article 9.15.4.3.  

Rows 4 to 15 of columns 4 to 6 of Table 9.15.4.2.-A indicate the maximum height of 

finished ground level above the basement floor or crawl space ground cover (i.e. the 

maximum allowable height of soil which is retained by the foundation wall). 

The scope of Part 9 limits the height of a foundation wall to 3m when it is supported at the 

top in accordance with Article 9.15.4.3. 

For example, a 300 mm thick solid concrete wall with a maximum height of 3m can retain 

up to 2.85 m of soil. Refer to Table 9.15.4.2.-A on the following page.  
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