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Special Guest – Robert Heikkila of Jensen Hughes



Overview
Information presented today does not directly represent the opinions of the Building 
Officials Association.​

This presentation is conceptual and for informal educational purposes only. The presenters 
and association takes no responsibility for application of any concepts or interpretations in 
this presentation to specific projects.​
(it may ask more questions than provide answers)

The slides must not be considered complete or exhaustive. Code provisions have been 
generally represented and may not reflect all exceptions.​



Rules of the Room
• Registration will be tracked
• Presentation is not recorded but PowerPoint will be posted
• Please use raise hand icon if you have a question or comment
• PUT IT in the CHAT
• Please mute your microphone
• You may need to turn off your camera
• Please follow up by email if you have specific question or 

example to share with the membership.
• kkunka@boabc.org 



Aug 22– Drainage and Storm Water 
Recap – Part 7 & 9 (Plumbing Code)

• Defined and undefined terms
• Foundation Drainage vs. Storm Drainage
• Unrestricted matters – Bldg Act
• There appears to be a lot of latitude for local 

governments to initiate requirements not 
regulated in the Code = a lot of inconsistency.

• On-site water management challenges will 
increase and likely require more engineering 
for infill and steep lot developments

• Polls Questions

Lunch and Learns
CPD Eligibility: 1 point/presentation 
(Category A4).  You will need to self 
report this point.  Initial next to the 
presentation and then save it as a pdf 
to upload as proof. Previous Lunch 
and Learns can be found:
https://boabc.org/lunch-learn-
webinars/ 

https://boabc.org/lunch-learn-webinars/
https://boabc.org/lunch-learn-webinars/


August 22 – Poll Question Results



Sept 19 – Single Egress Stairs
Today’s Session

• What's New Update and Training
• Appeals and Technical Bulletins
• Single Egress Stairways

• Background
• Development layout
• Jensen Hughes Report  (July 2024)
• 2024 Code Changes

• Part 02 outline - suggestions

Education Focus – Level 02, Level 03 BOIT, Level 03/RBO



POLL QUESTIONS

Poll Question #1
What is your level of 
BOABC Qualification?
• Level 01 Building – 17%
• Level 02 Building – 8%
• Level 03 Building – 43%
• Level 01 Plumbing – 15%
• Level 02 Plumbing – 6%
• Other – 11%

Poll Question #2
What region are you from?
• Lower Mainland – 50%
• South Central Interior – 23%
• Kootenay – 1%
• Northwest – 2%
• Central North Interior – 3%
• Vancouver Island North – 

10%
• Vancouver Island South – 

10%

Poll Questions



Heads Up – 2025 Conference

Get it in your 2025 Budget!



2024 Education Summit



What's New – Adaptable Extension
Projects are identified as underway or in-stream if:

• a development-permit application and drawings 
have been submitted to a local authority in 
relation to the building before March 8, 2024; or

• a rezoning application and drawings have been 
submitted to a local authority in relation to the 
building before March 8, 2024; or

• drawings have been prepared for the building 
by a registered professional before March 8, 
2024. 

In all cases, a building permit application must be 
submitted before March 8, 2027. 

B.C. grants in-stream protections to projects underway | BC Gov News

https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2024HOUS0174-001510?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=BC-Codes-2024-In-stream-Protection-Notice&utm_source=Envoke-SYSTEM_ALL_CONTACTS&utm_term=Extending-Application-of-the-2018-Code%27s-adaptable-dwelling-


2024 BC Code – Technical Bulletins B24-10

How will this impact your permit review and records management  process?

b24-10_application_of_the_2024_bc_building_code.pdf (gov.bc.ca)

NEW – Development Permit Applications
NEW – Rezoning Applications
New – Drawings Prepared:
Projects for which drawings were prepared before March 8, 2024, have a new option to extend the application of the 
seismic and adaptable dwelling unit requirements in the Building Code 2018 provided the following criteria is met:
Drawings must:
• contain information on the number of dwelling units, OR information on the dimensions of dwelling units, OR information 
on the dimensions of structural components or assemblies,
• be prepared by, or prepared under the supervision of, a registered professional or a registrant of the Applied Science 
Technologists & Technicians of BC, AND 
• have been prepared before March 8, 2024

These drawings may not have been submitted to a local authority if there was no application in advance of a building permit 
application, however the date of these drawings would be used to determine that they were complete before March 8, 
2024.If these three criteria are met, then seismic and adaptable dwelling unit requirements in the Building Code 2018 apply 
to the project; HOWEVER, a building permit for the project must be applied for before March 8, 2027, AND work must 
continue to completion without interruption, other than work stoppages considered reasonable to industry. If these 
three criteria are met but the building permit is applied for on or after March 8, 2027, then the seismic and adaptable 
dwelling unit requirements in the Building Code 2024 apply to the project.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/construction-industry/building-codes-and-standards/bulletins/2024-code/b24-10_application_of_the_2024_bc_building_code.pdf


What's New – House Designs

NOT PRE-APPROVED DESIGNS



What's New – House Designs

bc_std_des_catalogue_v1.pdf (gov.bc.ca)

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/construction-industry/building-codes-and-standards/guides/bc_std_des_catalogue_v1.pdf


2024 BC Code Appeals - Interpretations
BC Code Appeals – binding Interpretations – not binding



BOABC Forum – Member Question

I’m getting push-back from Z240MH manufacturers.
Is there anyone out there asking for the Pre-construction Step 
Code Compliance report?

• Consensuses is that Step 
Code compliance and even 
the requirement for 
cooling (26C) is exempt for 
CSA-Z240MH units.

Responses
• Div A 1.1.1.1.(2)(g) limits the application of BCBC to site prep, service connections, and appliance installation only.
• The confusion seems to rest in the difference between an A277 (Modular) and Z240 (Mobile Home). As both 

buildings fall under the CSA A277 umbrella, both are inherently modular in construction methods (made in a 
factory). The CSA Z240 is third party certified beyond other modular made buildings (A277’s). The Building Official 
does not need to further certify a Z240 as it is ‘exempt from the Code’ that Building Official’s rely on to ‘certify’ or 
inspect and approve other types of buildings. The Z240 buildings do contain important information on the 
Manufactured Home Specification Nameplate label (ground snow/roof design loads, etc) that need to be verified 
before the RBO can issue an occupancy certificate. (A.C) September 23 L&L – application and inspection 

guides CSA A277 & Z240MH – Gord Rattray



BOABC - Sept 23 Lunch and Learn

Recommending reading/research 
before L&L:
• Building Code 
• Div A – 1.1.1.1.(3)

• A-1.1.1.1.(3)
• BOABC Interpretations
• Building Bylaw – Zoning 

• Mobile Home park bylaw
• CSA Z240MH 

• Z240.10.1:19 – Site prep…
• CSA A277 (2016)

September 23 L&L – application and inspection 
guides CSA A277 & Z240MH – Gord Rattray





Code Change



POLL QUESTION – Alternate Solution

Has your local government reviewed a request for a Single Egress Stairway 
under an alternative Solution?
• Yes – 8%
• No – 61%
• Unknown – 31% 

19POLL QUESTION



Background

Province seeks input on single egress stairway designs | BC Gov News

Over the last decade there has been increased debate on 
the pros and cons of Single Egress (SE) stairways. With the  
Province adopting the British Columbia Building and Fire 
Codes (BC Codes 2024) – it initiated harmonization with the 
NBC to provide people with a greater level of building 
safety and accessiblity but also to make new buildings more 
cost-effective and efficient.

The research into SE stairways was part of the Province’s 
Homes for People action plan. Announced in spring 2023, 
the plan builds on historic action to deliver housing since 
2017 and sets out further actions to deliver the homes 
people need faster, while creating more vibrant 
communities throughout B.C.

“We’re leaving no stone unturned in our work to deliver more homes faster for people,” said Ravi 
Kahlon, Minister of Housing. “This work will focus on developing an understanding of if and how 
this innovation can be incorporated into building and fire codes in a way that maintains and 
enhances safety, supports access and egress, while providing more homes for people in B.C.”

New action plan delivers more homes for people, faster | BC Gov News

https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2024HOUS0009-000086
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2023HOUS0019-000436


Background

Why North America Can't Build Nice Apartments 
(because of one rule) (youtube.com)

Single-exit stairways should be allowed in more BC 
buildings: housing minister (citynews.ca)

Recent Industry advocacy for single egress stairs 
(Point Access Block) in Canada/BC.

..back in the day when 
building codes where 
being developed – one of 
your biggest threats to 
your life in the city was 
dying in a fire or maybe 
contracting tuberculosis….

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRdwXQb7CfM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRdwXQb7CfM
https://vancouver.citynews.ca/2024/06/28/bc-building-code-proposed-changes-for-ses/
https://vancouver.citynews.ca/2024/06/28/bc-building-code-proposed-changes-for-ses/


Background
Recent Industry advocacy for single egress stairs (Point Access 
Block) in Canada/BC.

Why North America Can't Build Nice Apartments (because of one rule) (youtube.com)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRdwXQb7CfM


Background (2021)
Vancouver – Point Access Blocks

City of Vancouver report on Point Access 
Blocks - larch lab

Eliason_CoV-Point-Access-Blocks-report_v1.2.pdf 
(larchlab.com)

Final Report – Prepared by Larch Lab 
for the City of Vancouver, 28 
December 2021 

https://www.larchlab.com/city-of-vancouver-report-on-point-access-blocks/
https://www.larchlab.com/city-of-vancouver-report-on-point-access-blocks/
https://www.larchlab.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Eliason_CoV-Point-Access-Blocks-report_v1.2.pdf
https://www.larchlab.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Eliason_CoV-Point-Access-Blocks-report_v1.2.pdf


Background (2023)
Vancouver – Point Access Blocks

Traditional Exit requirements

Single Egress



Background (2023)
Vancouver Cast Study
The National Building Code (NBC) requires that any multi-unit residential building in Canada over 
two storeys must be equipped with two separate exit (egress) stairs. The two-egress requirement 
made sense when the NBC was first developed in the 1940s when wood frame buildings were 
highly combustible and fire safety features were primitive. 

Today, modern firefighting practices, advanced fire alarms, automated sprinklers, fire resistant 
separations (walls, doors, ceilings) and other innovations have rendered the two-egress model 
obsolete in low-rise settings. It is now technically possible to create multi-unit wood frame buildings 
with a single egress that are as - or even more - fire safe than a two-egress building of yesteryear. 

https://smallhousing.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/2023-12-
21_SHBC_Single_Egress_WT_Case_Study_DRAFT.pdf 

Vancouver – Alternative Solution – 13 Unit SE

Fire Safety Features Design – Costs and Function

• Mechanical Smoke handling system for the 
stairwell

• Additional 10% to consulting costs or 
0.5% the total construction costs.

• Slightly wider than code stairwell • Enhanced design flexibility makes SE for 
this property financially viable.

• “Enunciator panel” at the entrance of the 
property helps the fire department find the 
source of fire.

• Eliminating the second stair wave on 
construction costs but balanced with extra 
consulting and features.

• Higher fire separations assemblies (walls, 
ceilings, floors and doors) around stairs.

• Additional rentable floor space presents 
provides permanent future income.

• Areas of refuge where someone injured or 
handicapped can wait for rescue.

Challenges
• Single-egress units are not necessarily any cheaper to build as the 

gains made by eliminating the cost of a stairwell are often 
neutralized by the extra soft costs involved in planning the 
building (e.g., fire engineering consultant, code consultant) and 
the costs of specialized fire safety measures.

• Fire departments reflexively oppose single-egress buildings as 
inherently unsafe. If a fire official rejects a project, they are not 
required to explain why and there is usually no appeal.

• Having additional density in a neighbourhood could come up 
against infrastructure limitations, e.g., electrical supply and 
stormwater drainage.

• NIMBY reactions to denser projects

City of Vancouver report 
on Point Access Blocks - 
larch lab

https://smallhousing.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/2023-12-21_SHBC_Single_Egress_WT_Case_Study_DRAFT.pdf
https://smallhousing.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/2023-12-21_SHBC_Single_Egress_WT_Case_Study_DRAFT.pdf
https://www.larchlab.com/city-of-vancouver-report-on-point-access-blocks/
https://www.larchlab.com/city-of-vancouver-report-on-point-access-blocks/
https://www.larchlab.com/city-of-vancouver-report-on-point-access-blocks/


Mid Density - 
Types of Projects

Thinking like a Developer
Return on Investment by 
Developer
• 8-12 Unit project viability
RMD Zone (Summerland)
• Lot 01 = 1,052.1 sqm
• 30m x 37.5m
• Dec 21, 2022 $600,000



Mid Density – Case Study
Local Government Requirements and Limitations
• Existing Infrastructure

• Required Improvements
• Fire Department Access – Response time
• Water Supply – Fire Flows
• Zoning – Parking - Amenity Space-Landscaping
• Road widening
• Development  Cost Charges
• Adaptably requirements
• Additional Step and Zero Carbon Code
• Tree Canopy bylaws
• Other?

• What can be charged?
• Local - Rental and or sales market



Mid Density - 
Types of Projects

RMD Zone
(a) Apartment Housing
(b) Cluster Housing 
(c) Duplex Housing; 
(d) Multi-Unit Housing; 
(e) Townhouse Housing

10.4.4 Subdivision Regulations 
(a) Minimum Lot Area 1,100m2 
(b) (b) Minimum Lot Width 30.0m 
(c) (c) Minimum Lot Depth 30.0m

10.4.5 Development Regulations
(a) Maximum Lot Coverage 40 percent
(b) Maximum Floor Area Ratio 1.6

10.4.7 Siting Regulations
(a) Principal Buildings and Structures
(i) Minimum Front Setback 6.0m
(ii) Minimum Rear Setback 7.5m
(iii) Minimum Side Setback (Interior) 4.0m
(iv) Minimum Side Setback (Exterior) 6.0m
(v) Maximum Height The lesser of 15 m or 4 Storeys

Architects 
Regulation
5 or more 

dwelling units 

4 storey apartment

side/side or 
up/down duplex 4x3 storey townhouse

4 storey apartment (SES)



Background
The journey back single egress exits.

Recommend to go 
through these with 
your Development 
Services Team and 
Fire Department



Jensen Hughes Report

Report Outline (highlights for this presentation)
• 1.0 - Introduction – purpose
• 2.0 - Summary
• 3.0 - Historical Background
• 4.0 - Jurisdictional Code requirements for SES Designs in BC
• 5.0 - Risk Assessment
• 6.0 -  Technical and Economical Feasibility of SES Building Designs
• 7.0 -  Options for Building Code and Fire Code Revisions to enable SES Designs
• 8.0 -  Review of Existing Code Changes Request related to SES requirements
• 9.0 - Conclusion
• 10.0 - References
• APPENDIX A ECONOMIC ANALYSIS BY GENERAL CONTRACTOR



3.0 Historical Background of Code Requirements for SES Designs in British Columbia

Jensen Hughes Report

For most of national and provincial Building Code history, 
the requirements for SES building designs have not been 
expanded until the 1998 BCBC (based on the 1995 NBCC) 
which allowed for an increased maximum building area and 
travel distance to the exit if the building was sprinklered, but 
the allowable buildings remained small. Canada remains as 
one of the last developed countries with Building Code 
requirements that limit SES building designs to small 
buildings [1], with a maximum building height of 2 storeys 
(other than single-family homes, duplexes, and townhouses 
which can be up to 3 storeys).



4.0 Jurisdictional Code Requirements Permitting SES Designs

Jensen Hughes Report

Canada is one of the few developed countries with 
Building Code requirements that limit SES building 
designs to low-rise buildings [1], with a maximum 
building height of 2 storeys (other than single-family 
homes, duplexes, and townhouse. 



5.0 Risk Assessment

Jensen Hughes Report

5.1 FIRE SAFETY CONCEPTS TREE – INTRODUCTION
The Fire Safety Concepts Tree as defined by NFPA 550 
- Guide to the Fire Safety Concepts Tree, provides an 
overall structure with which to analyze the potential 
impact of fire safety strategies. It can identify gaps 
and areas of redundancy in fire protection strategies 
as an aid in making fire safety decisions. The use of 
the Fire  Safety Concepts Tree should be 
accompanied by the application of sound fire 
protection engineering principles.



5.0 Risk Assessment

Jensen Hughes Report
5.2 FIRE SAFETY OBJECTIVES
The universal objective for means of escape from fire is to ensure building 
occupants are provided with: 
• effective means of providing warning of fire, and
• adequate visibility in escape routes and 
• provided with means of escape to ensure that there is a low probability of 

occupants being unreasonably delayed or impeded from moving to a place of 
safety and that those occupants will not suffer injury or illness as a result.

Other objectives may need to be considered for accessibility, safety for emergency 
personnel, and property protection based on the location of the building or 
proximity to other external hazards. These objectives may impact the egress 
requirements. 
• Accessible requirements for persons with disabilities, 
• Impacts of adjacent or external fire hazards that may affect the exit discharge or 

exterior exit routes, or firefighter access, and 
• Protect firefighters and other emergency personnel undertaking rescue and fire 

operations.

BCBC 2024 notes the functional statements for the number of exits from a building 
as 
• F05 To retard the effects of fire on emergency egress facilities. 
• F06 To retard the effects of fire on facilities for notification, suppression and 

emergency response. 
• F10 To facilitate the timely movement of persons to a safe place in an emergency.
• F12 To facilitate emergency response.

Excellent tool for 
Enforcement and 

Alternative 
solutions



The Grenfell Tower fire in London, England in 
2017 is an example of a famous fire in a 
building with a single egress stair. It was an 
unsprinklered 24-storey building with other fire 
non- conformities*

Mainly in response to this disaster, the UK has 
reduced the maximum allowable height of SES 
buildings to 18 m, which is approximately 6 
storeys. (Jensen Hughes report)

*including the use of combustible exterior 
cladding.

Natalie Oxford - 
https://twitter.com/Natalie_Oxford/status/874835244989513729/photo/1

REPORT OF SPECIALIST FIELD ON BEHALF OF: DR 
BARBARA LANE FIRE SAFETY ENGINEERING 
GRENFELL TOWER INQUIRY 



6.0 Technical and Economic Feasibility of SES Building Designs

In British Columbia, based on the Office of the Fire Commissioner Annual Report 2022 [4] , out of 2,433 
residential structure fires reported in 2022 (resulting in 143 injuries and 49 deaths), 623 fires were in apartment 
buildings. Out of the 2,433 total fires, 59 fires (2.4%) originated from hallways and means of egress. However, it was not 
clear from the report regarding how many of the 59 fires from hallways and means of egress were attributed to the 623 
apartment fires…….

Jensen Hughes Report

Based on the above observations, it can be inferred that the probability of fires originating in public corridors or exit 
stairs is relatively low. Instead, emphasis should be placed on mitigation of fire spread beyond the room of origin and on 
mitigation of human error. These factors are discussed in Section 6.2 of this report…..



6.0 Technical and Economic Feasibility of SES Building Designs
Jensen Hughes Report

6.2 MITIGATING FEATURES AND CONSIDERATIONS IN LIEU OF A SECOND EXIT
6.2.1.1 Smoke Detection and Automatic Sprinkler Systems
6.2.1.2 Smoke Management Systems and/or Smoke Lobby or Area of Refuge
6.2.2 Fire Prevention and Mitigation through Design
6.2.2.1 Noncombustible Construction and Enhanced Fire Separation for the Exit Stair
6.2.2.2 Reduce Potential for Storage in the Exit Stair
6.2.2.3 Require 45 min Fire-Protection Rating for Suite Doors
6.2.2.4 Require Magnetic Hold-Open Devices for Suite Doors
6.2.2.5 Require Exit Stair to Discharge Directly to the Exterior (Exit Lobby Not Permitted)
6.2.2.6 Limitation on Public Corridor Length
6.2.2.7 Limitation on Maximum Travel Distance in a Floor Area
6.2.2.8 Limitation on Type of Building Use
6.2.3 Occupant Egress and Firefighting Access
6.2.3.1 Increase Minimum Width of the Exit Stair
6.2.3.2 Establish a Maximum Occupant Load
6.2.3.3 Shelter-in-Place Policy
6.2.3.4 Elevators as a Means of Egress
6.2.3.5 Firefighting Windows or Access Panels for Buildings Constructed Under Part 9 of the BCBC
6.2.3.6 Fire Department Access to Exit Stair
6.2.3.7 Fire Department Capability

Recommend to go 
through these with 
your Development 
Services Team and 
Fire Department



Member Question - Hold Opens for Rated Suite Doors with closers?

Jensen Hughes Report

Hold opens have been incorporated into the Code amendments.
3.2.10.3. (3) Limits to Smoke Movement



6.0 Technical and Economic Feasibility of SES Building Designs
6.2.4 Post-Occupancy Maintenance and Inspection

For a building with a single exit stair, additional emphasis 
may be placed on post-occupancy maintenance and 
inspection throughout the life of the building. For 
example, additional policies could be put in place by strata 
councils or building owners/managers for regular 
patrolling of exits and public corridors to ensure that 
combustible furniture or other items are not being left 
unattended. See Section 6.2.2.2 of this report for further 
discussion on the risks of combustible storage within exits.

6.2.4.1 Maintaining Fire Safety Features in Existing 
Buildings (Owners)

6.2.4.2 Other Legislative Action and Fire Services Act 
(Regulatory)

Jensen Hughes Report

6.2.4.1. Required maintenance is typically the 
responsibility of the building owner, but some owners 
do not have the capability or knowledge to maintain a 
building, and local fire inspectors (Local Assistants to 
the Fire Commissioner) may not have the resources to 
adequately monitor each building in their jurisdiction. 
It may be advisable to adopt practices from other 
jurisdictions to assist in upkeep of fire protection 
features.

6.2.4.2. The Fire Services Act currently does not legislate 
the Fire Commissioner to have access into private suites 
to inspect devices associated with the building’s fire and 
life safety system. However, it is noted that revising the 
Fire Services Act to allow for access raises privacy 
concerns. Instead, other legislative action may be 
considered that relies on strata councils or building 
owners/managers. For example, the law could require 
that a strata council have an in-suite fire 
inspection policy with fines for non-compliance.

Now – Fire Safety Act (Aug 24)



Preventative Measures Options
Fire Safety Act – August 01, 2024

Fire Safety Act
Part 4 – Fire Safety Inspections

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/public-safety/fire-safety/legislation-regulations-codes 

Fire safety inspections
9  A fire inspector may conduct a fire safety inspection for the 
purpose of determining compliance with this Act and the 
regulations in the following circumstances:
(a)on receiving a complaint;

(b)if believed advisable by the fire inspector, without receiving a 
complaint;

(c)on the request of an owner or occupier of premises;

(d)if required by a monitoring entity for the purposes of Part 6 
[Compliance Monitoring].

Part 6 – Compliance Monitoring
Risk-based compliance monitoring system
20   (1)A monitoring entity must implement a risk-based 
compliance monitoring system for public buildings,

(a)the purpose of which is to determine if an owner of a public 
building within the boundaries of the monitoring entity 
complies with this Act and the regulations in respect of the 
public building,

(b)that is based on a risk analysis conducted in accordance with 
the regulations, and

(c)that consists of fire safety inspections and fire safety 
assessments.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/public-safety/fire-safety/legislation-regulations-codes


Act – defined terms
"fire investigation" means an investigation within the 
meaning of section 25 [investigation of fires];

"public building" means the following:
(a)a building other than a building that is a private 
dwelling;
(b)a structure
(i)to which the public is ordinarily invited or 
permitted access, or
(ii)that is used for commercial, industrial or 
institutional purposes;
(c)a facility, including a storage yard or tank farm.

"private dwelling" means the following:
(a)a structure that is occupied as a private residence;
(b)if only part of a structure is occupied as a private 
residence, that part of the structure;
(c)any other structure located on the parcel of land 
on which a private residence is located, except for a 
structure
(i)to which the public is ordinarily invited or 
permitted access, or
(ii)that is used for commercial, industrial or 
institutional purposes;

"monitoring entity" means the council of a municipality;

"fire safety inspection" means an inspection within the 
meaning of section 9 [fire safety inspections];

(a)a structure that is occupied as a private residence;
• Is that the individual suite or the residential building?



Preventative Measures
Maintenance of the life safety systems will be 
critical to ensuring the long-term safety of 
occupants in single egress exit buildings.
• Fire Life Safety Bylaw
• Residential Rental Maintenance Bylaw

Examples of Rental Maintenance bylaws

Example – Fire and Life Safety Bylaw 



7.0 Options for Building Code and Fire Code Revisions to Enable SES Designs

Jensen Hughes Report



New Code - Technical Solutions

bcbc_revision_3_single_exit_stair_convenien
ce_copy_2024-08-28.pdf (gov.bc.ca)

Code changes

NOT 
Part 9

Please review for Part 2 session

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/construction-industry/building-codes-and-standards/revisions-and-mo/bcbc-revision-3/bcbc_revision_3_single_exit_stair_convenience_copy_2024-08-28.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/construction-industry/building-codes-and-standards/revisions-and-mo/bcbc-revision-3/bcbc_revision_3_single_exit_stair_convenience_copy_2024-08-28.pdf


New Code Plan Review

Review for Part 02 – Single Egress Exit Stairs
Drawing provided by Isaac Neufeld (Architect)  - Vancouver Building Bylaw 

No lot consolidation 
No Zoning changes or Variances



Local Authority Reminder
The Community Charter authorizes local governments to make statutory 
laws or bylaws for our municipality regulating construction, noise, signs, 
lawn watering, land-use, and much more.  Council enacts bylaws that are 
created, interpreted, and administered by several local government 
departments.  The Building-Plumbing Official promotes, facilitates, and 
enforces general compliance with bylaws that pertain to the health, safety, 
and welfare of the community.

A Policy, whether a department or Council/Board approved, is a process 
outline or clarification that ensures consistency related to an 
interpretation of code or process. However, a policy cannot regulate 
construction (MIABC) – it is only done via a bylaw-codes-standards.



Next Lunch and Learn – October 

October 19, 2024 
Single Egress Exit – Part 02

Review example drawing, code and reports

Please forward any questions or suggestions for the presentation  to 
kkunka@boabc.org.

mailto:kkunka@boabc.org


POLL QUESTION – Presentations

What would you like to see for future Lunch and Learn sessions (Ken K)?
• More general information on code updates, industry and local gov trends – 16%
• Less general information and more technical on code specific items – 15%
• Good balance right now – general and technical – 37%
• More review of member (forum) questions – 5%
• More visuals to explain code – 22%
• More time to have member discussions during session – 3%
• Sessions related to non-code challenges facing building departments 

(technology, inter-department referrals, bylaws, policy) – 3%

48POLL QUESTION – Select 03



Questions - Contact Us

Webinar survey to follow.
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