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Building Code Reference(s): 3.8.5.7.(1)(a), 3.8.5.7.(1)(c), 3.8.3.12.(1)(b)

Question:

Can a future wall hung sink in an adaptable dwelling unit bathroom encroach into the 900
mm x 1500 mm clear transfer space beside the water closet?

Interpretation:

Yes.

Clause 3.8.5.7.(1)(a) states that a clear transfer space adjacent to a water closet be
designed in accordance with Clause 3.8.3.12.(1)(b).

Clause 3.8.3.12.(1)(b) requires a clear transfer space of 900 mm x 1500 mm beside the
water closet.

Clause 3.8.5.7.(1)(c) states that a plumbing system be designed to accommodate the
future installation of a sink with knee clearance beneath it in accordance with Clauses

3.8.3.16.(1)(a) to (f) that does not impede the space for or use of other fixtures described
in this Article.

Subclause 3.8.3.16.(1)(c)(ii) permits the clear space in front of an accessible wall hung
sink to encroach 430 mm beneath the sink.

The Notes to Part 3 — A-3.8.3.7.(1)(b) indicates that a wall hung sink is permitted to
encroach into the 900 mm x 1500 mm clearance in front of an accessible shower when
the sink is located on the opposite side of the fold down bench in the shower. Refer to
illustration below:
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Sink can infringe on
clear space but would
make lateral transfer
difficult if seat were
mounted on same side.
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Figure A-3.8.3.17.(1)(b)
Shower design

It is interpreted that a similar encroachment of a future wall hung sink is permitted in the
900 mm x 1500 mm side clearance of the water closet when the sink is located on the

opposite side from the water closet.

This is because the future wall hung sink does not impede the space for or use of the
water closet. The occupant using the water closet will have the back of their wheelchair
facing the back of the wall behind the water closet, so their knees and feet can extend
beneath the sink for distance of 430 mm per Clause 3.8.3.16.(1)(e).

So, the wall hung sink can encroach up to 430 mm into the required 900 mm x 1500 mm
transfer space beside the water closet.
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