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Interpretation Date: October 15, 2024 

Building Code Edition: BC Building Code 2024 

Subject: Handrail Projections 

Keywords: Handrail, Projections, Minimum required width  

Building Code Reference(s): 9.8.7.6.(1), 3.4.3.3.(4)  

Question: 

If a stair within a dwelling unit is wider than the minimum required width, is the handrail 
allowed to project into the stair more than the 100 mm as specified in Sentence 
9.8.7.6.(1)? 

Interpretation: 

  Yes. 

 
Sentence 9.8.7.6.(1) permits handrails and construction below handrails, including handrail 
supports and stair stringers, to project not more than 100 mm into the required width of a 
stair or ramp but there is no mention if it is allowed on both sides.  Similar provisions are 
provided in Sentence 3.4.3.3.(4) for the projections into the required width of a means of 
egress. 
 
Sentence 3.4.3.3.(4) of 2012 BCBC specified that the projections was allowed “on each side” 
of the required width.  Such a phrase was removed in 2018 BCBC in order to harmonize with 
Part 9 where such phrase was never there, however, the intent has not changed.   
 
A sketch (shown on the next page) in the User’s Guide to Part 3 of NBC 1995 show the 100 
mm projections on both sides of a stair.  Similar sketch in the User’s Gude to Part 9 of NBC 
2015 show detail of the 100 mm projection of the handrail from the wall.   
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It is interpreted that handrails can project not more than 100 mm into each side of the 
required width of a stair. 
 
If a stair is wider than the required minimum width, handrails can project more than 100 mm 
into each side provided the width of the stair between handrails as shown above is not less 
than the required exit width less 200 mm. 
 
  

 


