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Question: 

 

If a door that is required by Article 3.8.2.7. to have a power door operator, can this power 
door operator be eliminated if the door is equipped with a manual hold-open device such 
as an elephant foot?    
 

 

 
Interpretation: 

 
No. 
 
Sentence 3.8.2.7.(1) waives the requirement for power door operators on doors with self-
closing devices when the door is equipped with a hold-open device.  
 
The intent of Sentence 3.8.2.7.(1) is that the waiver of power door operators only applies 
when electromagnetic hold-open devices are installed in accordance with Article 3.1.8.14.  
The elephant foot is not considered as a proper hold-open device because it can be released 
by anyone without knowing the reason behind its existence. 
 
If such doors do not have floor area clearances as described in Sentences 3.8.3.6.(11) & (15) 
when the doors are in the closed position, power door operators must be installed to avoid 
persons with mobility challenges from being trapped behind the door.   

 


