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Questions:

1. Are the requirements for resistance to forced entry applicable to an interconnecting
swing door between side-by-side dwelling units?

2. If the answer to question is yes, does the door require 2 separate deadbolts, with one
on each side?

Interpretation:
1. Yes.

Article 9.7.5.2 is titled “Resistance to Forced Entry for Swinging Doors”. Sentence 9.7.5.2.(1)
states that this Article is applicable to swinging entrance doors to dwelling units. Although an
interconnecting door between side-by-side units would not be the main entrance to a dwelling
unit, it is still a possible entrance to the unit, and the requirements of Article 9.7.5.2 are
applicable to this door.

2. Yes, except as noted below.

Sentence 9.7.5.2.(4) requires the applicable swing doors to have deadbolts, with
characteristics as described in that Sentence. Deadbolts are typically installed to be secure
from one side and removable from the other side. For this type of deadbolt, each side of the
door requires a separate deadbolt to allow each unit to be secure from forced entry from the
other unit. Ifitis possible for a deadbolt to be installed so that it is not removable by
occupants from either side, a single deadbolt could be provided.

X Ak
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The views expressed are the consensus of the joint committee with members representing AIBC, EGBC and BOABC, which form the BC Building
Code Interpretation Committee. The Building and Safety Standards Branch, Province of BC and the City of Vancouver participate in the committee’s
proceedings with respect to interpretations of the BC Building Code. The purpose of the committee is to encourage uniform province wide
interpretation of the BC Building Code. These views should not be considered as the official interpretation of legislated requirements based on the
BC Building Code, as final responsibility for an interpretation rests with the local Authority Having Jurisdiction. The views of the joint committee
should not be construed as legal advice.
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