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The views expressed are the consensus of the joint committee with members representing AIBC, EGBC and BOABC, which form the BC Building 
Code Interpretation Committee. The Building and Safety Standards Branch, Province of BC and the City of Vancouver participate in the 
committee’s proceedings with respect to interpretations of the BC Building Code. The purpose of the committee is to encourage uniform province 
wide interpretation of the BC Building Code. These views should not be considered as the official interpretation of legislated requirements based 
on the BC Building Code, as final responsibility for an interpretation rests with the local Authority Having Jurisdiction.  The views of the joint 
committee should not be construed as legal advice. 
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Interpretation Date: May 20, 2025 

Building Code Edition: BC Building Code 2024 

Subject: Visible signal devices within dwelling unit 

Keywords: Visible signal 

Building Code Reference(s): 3.2.4.19.(1); 3.2.4.19.(7), 3.2.4.20.(7) & (8) 

Question: 

Are visible signal devices required within dwelling units? 

Interpretation: 

No (with exemptions). 

Generally, as per Sentence 3.2.4.19.(1) visible signals that are part of a fire alarm system 
are not required in suites of residential occupancies. 

Clause 3.2.4.19.(1)(g), Sentences 3.2.4.20.(7) and (8) require 10% of hotel and motel rooms 
to be equipped with visible signals, so if such rooms are equipped with kitchens, they would 
be defined as dwelling units.  

A rough in for future visible signals is required in adaptable dwelling units as per Sentence 
3.2.4.19.(7). 


