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Disclaimer
Information presented today does not directly represent the opinions of the Building 

Officials Association of BC (BOABC). This presentation is conceptual and for informal 
educational purposes only. The presenter and Association takes no responsibility for 

application of any concepts or interpretations in this presentation to specific projects. The 
slides must not be considered complete or exhaustive. Code provisions have been generally 

represented and may not reflect all exceptions.
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Land Acknowledgement
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Welcome!
Today's Session:

- Canadian Building Regulatory System Overview
- Where do Standards fit in?

- Where do Evaluation Reports fit in?
- Examples

- Resources
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Overview

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Local Government, Municipality or Regional District
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Overview

Government of Canada
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Overview

National Research Council of Canada

Government of Canada The primary national agency of the 
Government of Canada dedicated to 

science and technology research and 
development.



Canadian Building Regulatory System

8

Overview

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada The NRC's Codes Canada group acts as 
the secretariat providing technical, policy, 

and administrative support, including 
publishing the National Model Codes
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Overview

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

CBHCC develops the National Model 
Codes with Provincial and Territorial 

representation
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Overview

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

The Province adopts the NBC, with local 
adaptations to create the BCBC, enacted 
through a Ministerial Order as regulation 

under the Building Act
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Overview

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Construction Standards manages code 
development, code access, bulletins, 

technical guides etc.
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Overview

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Local Government, Municipality or Regional District

Establish jurisdiction for administration 
and enforcement of building codes.
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Overview

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Local Government, Municipality or Regional District
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Overview

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Local Government, Municipality or Regional District

How do Standards fit in?
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Overview

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Local Government, Municipality or Regional District

CSA, ULC ASTM, ISO, NFPA

Standards Development Organizations

Standards Council 
of Canada
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Overview

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Local Government, Municipality or Regional District

How do Evaluation Reports fit in?
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Overview

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Local Government, Municipality or Regional District

OthersCanadian Construction 
Materials Centre

Product/Materials Evaluators

Testers/Certifiers
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Overview

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Local Government, Municipality or Regional District

Where do Building Officials fit in?
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Overview

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

YOU

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Local Government, Municipality or Regional District

Where do Building Officials fit in?
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Overview

YOU

Canadian Building Regulatory System

Safe

Fair

Transparent

Innovative

Democratic

Representative

List of Demands:
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Compliance Decisions

YOU

Canadian Building Regulatory System

Two paths for compliance/regulatory approval:

ACCEPTABLE 
SOLUTIONS

ALTERNATIVE 
SOLUTIONS

Good Compliance Decisions
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Compliance Decisions
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Compliance Decisions
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Alternative Solutions
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Codes Overview

National Building Code

Provincial Building Code

Local Enforcement

Model Codes (no force)
Developed by CBHBC

Published by NRC through Codes Canada

Adopted by Province or Territory, with local variances such as;
[B] 9.23.13. (early adoption)

Low A2, Group D
Administered by Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

AHJ
Approvals

Building Bylaw
Local Government or Regional District
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Codes Overview

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

YOU

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Local Government, Municipality or Regional District



Canadian Building Regulatory System

30

Codes Overview

YOU

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Local Government, Municipality or Regional District
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Overview

YOU

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Local Government, Municipality or Regional District
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What about Standards?

YOU

What about Standards?

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Local Government, Municipality or Regional District
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Standard Development and Accreditation

YOU

CSA, ULC ASTM, ISO, NFPA

Standards Development Organizations

Standards Council 
of Canada

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Local Government, Municipality or Regional District
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Voluntary and Reference Standards

YOU

Standard

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Local Government, Municipality or Regional District

Referenced Standard
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Standards in the Code
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Standards in the Code

https://scc-ccn.ca/

https://scc-ccn.ca/%E2%80%8B
https://scc-ccn.ca/%E2%80%8B
https://scc-ccn.ca/%E2%80%8B
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Standards Labelling
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Finding Standards
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What about Innovative Products?

YOU

What about Innovative Products?

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Local Government, Municipality or Regional District
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What about Innovative Products?

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Government of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Local Government, Municipality or Regional District

OthersCanadian Construction 
Materials Centre

Product/Materials Evaluators

Testers/Certifiers

YOU
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Approval Process

New (simple) Innovative Product

Can be tested to an existing referenced 
Standard

Cannot be tested to an existing referenced 
Standard (ie non-standard)

"Evaluation" against the intent of codeTesting Laboratory, Certification

Acceptable Solution Alternative Solution
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Innovative Products Pathways

Intertek
CSA

QAI Laboratories
UL Solutions

CCMC
ICC-ES

SGS Canada
...and more.

Testing Laboratory, Certifiers "Evaluations"

CCMC
ICC-ES

QAI Laboratories
...and more?
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Evaluation Services

Canadian Construction Materials 
Centre 
(CCMC)

Operated by the NRC

Issues "Evaluation Reports"

Direct support for Building Officials

Stakeholder engagement through Canadian Commission 
on Construction Materials Evaluation
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Evaluation Services

International Code Council –
Evaluation Services
(ICC-ES)

U.S. based non-profit LLC

Transparent, consensus committee involvement

Internationally represented, more recently in Canada

Issues "Evaluation Service Reports" (ESRs)

Direct support for Building Officials
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Evaluation Reports - Examples

CCMC – Tyvek HomeWrap

CCMC – Zip R-Sheathing

ICC-ES – Zip R-Sheathing
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Tyvek HomeWrap – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Tyvek HomeWrap – CCMC Evaluation Report



Innovative Products

48

Tyvek HomeWrap – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Tyvek HomeWrap – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Tyvek HomeWrap – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Tyvek HomeWrap – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Tyvek HomeWrap – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Tyvek HomeWrap – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Tyvek HomeWrap – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Tyvek HomeWrap – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Tyvek HomeWrap – CCMC Evaluation Report



Innovative Products

57

Tyvek HomeWrap – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Tyvek HomeWrap – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Tyvek HomeWrap – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Zip R-Sheathing – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Zip R-Sheathing – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Zip R-Sheathing – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Zip R-Sheathing – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Zip R-Sheathing – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Zip R-Sheathing – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Zip R-Sheathing – CCMC Evaluation Report
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Zip R-Sheathing – ICC-ES Evaluation Report
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Zip R-Sheathing – ICC-ES Evaluation Report
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Zip R-Sheathing – ICC-ES Evaluation Report
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Support for Building Officials
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Support for Building Officials
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Support for Building Officials
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Tim Warner
Twarner@boabc.org



Canadian Building Regulatory System

74

Abbreviations

NRCan

CCMC

CCCME

BSSB

CSDS

SSC

ICC-ES

NRC

CBHBC

Natural Resources Canada

Canadian Construction Materials Centre

Canadian Commission of Construction Materials 
Evaluation

Building Safety Standards Branch

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Standards Council of Canada

International Code Council – Evaluation Services

National Research Council of Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Building Codes
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