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Question: 

In a 5 storey multi-unit residential building of combustible construction: 

1. Does the balcony structure require a fire-resistance rating? 
2. Does the roof over the uppermost balconies require a fire-resistance rating? 
 

 

 
Interpretation: 
 
1. No. 
 
Sentence 3.2.2.11 requires an exterior balcony to be constructed in accordance with the type 
of construction required by Articles 3.2.2.20 to 3.2.2.92 as applicable to the occupancy 
classification of the building.  This refers only to the type of construction, not to the fire-
resistance rating.  The BCBC does not require a fire-resistance rating for exterior balconies 
provided there is no enclosed living space beneath the balcony. 
 
2. Yes. 
 
Under Article 3.2.2.51, which permits a Group C (residential) major occupancy of 
combustible construction up to 6 storeys, roof assemblies require a fire-resistance rating not 
less than 1 h.  There is no exception for roofs that extend over balconies. 

 


