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Subject: Exterior door that is not a required exit door 
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Building Code Reference(s): 3.4.2.1., 3.2.4.16.(1), 3.4.5.1.(1) 

Question: 

Must all exterior pedestrian doors be designed as exit doors if they allow an occupant to 
egress the building to exterior walkways at grade that lead to a public thoroughfare?  

1. For Part 3 buildings 
2. For Part 9 buildings 

 

Interpretation: 

1. No. 

Article 3.4.2.1. describes the minimum number of “required exits” to serve each floor 
area. If a floor area is provided with more than the “required” number of exits, these 
additional means of egress need not be designed as “exits”. 

Sentence 3.2.4.16.(1) requires manual pull stations at  

a) Every principal entrance to a building.  
b) Every “required exit”, and 
c) Every other egress facility that has been designed and identified as an exit and has 
all the features of an exit.  

Sentence 3.4.5.1.(1) requires every exit door to have an exit sign when the building height 
is more than 2 storeys, the building occupant load is more than 150 persons, or the room 
or floor area is served by a fire escape.   

So, if an exterior door does not have an exit sign and has not been designed as an exit, it 
does not require a manual pull station.  
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Careful consideration is required to identify the “required exits” for a project.  

Sentence 3.4.2.1.(1) requires, except as permitted in Sentences 2 & 3, every floor area 
intended for occupancy be provided with at least 2 exits, but depending upon the 
configuration of the floor area, certain portions of the floor area may require additional 
exterior exit doors such as: 

• to meet travel distance,   

• for cut off portions of a floor area. 

 

2. No. 

Article 9.9.8.2. describes the minimum number of “required exits” to serve each floor 
area.  If a floor area is provided with more than the “required” number of exits, these 
additional means of egress need not be designed as “exits”. 

Sentence 9.10.18.3.(1) requires fire alarm systems in Part 9 buildings be designed to 
Subsection 3.2.4. 

Sentence 3.2.4.16.(1) requires manual pull stations at  

d) Every principal entrance to a building.  
e) Every “required exit”, and 
f) Every other egress facility that has been designed and identified as an exit and has 
all the features of an exit.  

Sentence 9.9.11.3.(1) requires every exit door to have an exit sign when the building 
height is 3 storeys, the building occupant load is more than 150 persons, or the room or 
floor area is served by a fire escape.  So, if an exterior door does not have an exit sign 
and has not been designed as an exit, it does not require a manual pull station.  

Careful consideration is required to identify the “required exits” for a project.  

Sentence 9.9.8.2.(1) requires, except as permitted in Sentence 2 and Subsection 9.9.9., 
every floor area be provided with at least 2 exits, but depending upon the configuration of 
the floor area, certain portions of the floor area may require additional exterior exit doors 
such as: 

• to meet travel distance,   

• for cut off portions of a floor area. 


