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Question: 

In a house with a secondary suite, does each dwelling unit require heating and cooling 
systems that are separate from the systems serving the other unit?  
 

 

 
Interpretation: 
 
No. 
  
In a house with a secondary suite, Sentence 9.33.1.1.(3) requires that air duct distribution 
systems serving one of the dwelling units shall not be interconnected with other parts of the 
house, unless the systems are designed and installed to prevent the circulation of smoke in 
accordance with Sentence 9.32.3.2.(4), and fire dampers are installed in accordance with 
Sentence 9.32.3.2.(5).  Where the systems serve both dwelling units, Sentence 9.32.3.2.(4) 
requires the systems to be designed and installed to prevent the circulation of smoke upon a 
signal from a duct-mounted smoke detector. 
 
It is clear from these references that the BCBC permits a single heating and cooling system 
to serve both dwelling units in a house with a secondary suite, provided the required features 
are installed in the systems.  Sentence 9.33.5.1.(1) refers to the method of determining the 
required capacity of heating and cooling appliances serving a single dwelling unit.  Sentence 
9.33.5.1.(1) is not intended to restrict a heating and cooling system from serving more than a 
single dwelling unit. Good practice is required to design the capacity of the heating and 
cooling systems serving 2 suites as per Sentence 9.33.4.1.(1).  


