BC BUILDING CODE INTERPRETATION COMMITTEE
A joint committee with members representing
AIBC, EGBC, BOABC

File No: 24-0111 INTERPRETATION Page 1 of 1

Interpretation Date: November 18, 2025

Building Code Edition: BC Building Code 2024

Subiect: Accessible clearance for sliding door without power door
ubject: operator

Keywords: Accessible sliding door clearance

Building Code Reference(s): 3.8.3.6.(15)

Question:

Can the accessible clearance requirement for the sliding door without power door operator
be the same as the clearance for the swing door on the push side?

Interpretation:

Yes.

Sentence 3.8.3.6.(15) satisfies accessible floor area requirements to reach the handle at the
swing door that swings away. The same requirements are sufficient to operate the sliding door
on each side.

Refer to Figure A-3.8.3.6.(14) to (16) which indicates identical clearances for the push side of a
swing door and both sides of a sliding door.
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Patrick Shek, p.Eng., cP, FEC, Committee Chair

The views expressed are the consensus of the joint committee with members representing AIBC, EGBC and BOABC, which form the BC Building
Code Interpretation Committee. The Building and Safety Standards Branch, Province of BC and the City of Vancouver participate in the
committee’s proceedings with respect to interpretations of the BC Building Code. The purpose of the committee is to encourage uniform province
wide interpretation of the BC Building Code. These views should not be considered as the official interpretation of legislated requirements based
on the BC Building Code, as final responsibility for an interpretation rests with the local Authority Having Jurisdiction. The views of the joint
committee should not be construed as legal advice.
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