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Building Code Reference(s): 3.1.9.3, 3.1.7.3.(3) 

Question: 

Where a framed exterior wall requires a structural fire-resistance rating to support the fire-
rated floor assembly above, or for spatial separation requirements, is firestopping required 
for an electrical outlet box on the exterior side of the wall? 
 

 

 
Interpretation: 
 
No. 
 
Article 3.1.9.3 requires firestopping for outlet boxes that penetrate the membrane of an 
assembly required to have a fire-resistance rating, with some exceptions as noted in 
Sentence 3.1.9.3.(3). 
 
Sentence 3.1.7.3.(3) requires exterior walls to be rated for exposure to fire from inside the 
building. 
 
Because the exterior wall is required to be fire-protected from the inside, the membrane 
(such as gypsum wallboard) is located on the inside face of the wall.  An outlet box on the 
exterior side of the wall does not penetrate the membrane and it does not require 
firestopping. 


