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Disclaimer

Information presented today does not directly represent the opinions of the Building Officials
Association of BC (BOABC). This presentation is conceptual and for informal educational
purposes only. The presenter and Association takes no responsibility for application of any
concepts or interpretations in this presentation to specific projects. The slides must not be
considered complete or exhaustive. Code provisions have been generally represented and
may not reflect all exceptions.




Land Acknowledgement




Welcome!

Today's Session:

- What is the Canadian Building Regulatory System?
- How can we organize it?
- Where we fit in as building officials?



Canadian Building Regulatory System

Overview
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Overview
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Overview — Three Pillars of Support
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Evidence and Knowledge
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Evidence and Knowledge — Examples

Environment and Climate Change
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I * I Government Gouvernement
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Human Behavior and
Needs




Canadian Building Regulatory System

Evidence and Knowledge — Earthquakes Canada

Natural Resources Canada

EVIDENCE
&
KNOWLEDGE
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1985
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Evidence and Knowledge — Earthquakes Canada

Natural Resources Canada

of Canada

Earthquakes Canada
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Canada.ca » Natural Resources Canada » Earthquakes Canada
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KNOWLEDGE

Seismic Hazard Values

User requested values

Code edition NBC 2025

Site designation Xs Xe
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~111m (1)

EVIDENCE 2025 - 2020 National Building Code of Canada Seismic Hazard

0 This application provides seismic values for the design of buildings in Canada under Part 4 of the National Building Code of
Canada (NBC) 2020 and 2025, as prescribed in Article 1.1.3.1. of Division B of the respective NBC editions.
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Evidence and Knowledge — Human Behavior and Needs

EVIDENCE
&
KNOWLEDGE

Human Behavior and
Needs

Canadian Institutes of Health
Research (CIHR)

The Public Health Agency of
Canada

Rick Hansen Foundation

https://healthcraftproducts.com/product/I-shaped-grab-bar/
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Evidence and Knowledge — System Failures

EVIDENCE System Failures
&
KNOWLEDGE
- https://www.cbc.ca/news/canadal/british-columbia/bc-leaky-condo-crisis-1.46094 18

$3-5 billion in What do we do with

economic loss this inf tion?
The Barrett IS INTormation -
Commission
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Overview — Governance and Accountability

HEALTH & SAFETY OF BUILDING OCCUPANTS
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability

GOVERNANCE
&
ACCOUNT-
ABILTY

Code Development System
(What are the rules?)

Delegated Authority
(Who gets to do what?)

Oversight & Appeals
(What happens when something goes wrong?)
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Code Development System

Code What are the rules?
Development

System




Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Code Development System

Government of Canada

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Code
Development

System Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

- Local Government, Municipality or Regional District

17




Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Code Development System

Government of Canada

National Research Council of Canada

The primary national agency of the
Government of Canada dedicated to
science and technology research and

Code development.

Development

System
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Code Development System

Government of Canada

National Research Council of Canada

Codes Canada

Code
Development
System

The NRC's Codes Canada group acts as the
secretariat providing technical, policy, and
administrative support, including publishing the
National Model Codes
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Code Development System

Government of Canada

National Research Council of Canada

Code
Development
System

Codes Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

CBHCC develops the National
Model Codes with Provincial and
Territorial representation

NMCCs
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Code Development System

Government of Canada

National Research Council of Canada

Code
Development
System

Codes Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

The Province adopts the NBC, with local

adaptations to create the BCBC, enacted

through a Ministerial Order as regulation
under the Building Act
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Code Development System

Government of Canada

Construction Standards

] ] manages code development,
Natlonal ReSGaI’Ch COU nC||. Of Canada code access, bu”e“nS, technical

L es et

Codes Canada

Code Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Development

System Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Code Development System

Government of Canada

Establish jurisdiction for

National Research Council of Canada administration and

Code
Development
System

enforcement of building codes

Codes Canada

Canadian Board of Harmonized Construction Codes

Province of British Columbia

Construction Standards and Digital Solutions

Local Government, Municipality or Regional District
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Delegated Authority

Delegated Who gets to do what?
Authority




Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Delegated Authority in British Columbia

Delegated
Authority

Distributed Responsibility

Engineers

Building Officials

Builders

Architects

Technologists
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Delegated Authority in British Columbia

Statutory Responsibility All Are:
Engineers Professional Governance Act Defllned.by
Architects Professional Governance Act EII]:'
Constrained
Delegated _ _ by Scope
Authority Technologists Professional Governance Act

o

Enforced by

Builders Homeowner Protection Act Regulator
- Building Officials Building Act (and others) Subject to

Discipline




Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Delegated Authority of Building Officials in British Columbia

Delegated
Authority

Building Officials

Community Charter
&
Local Government Act

Building Act

Building Officials'
Association Act
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Administrative Law
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Expectations
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Delegated Authority of Building Officials in British Columbia

Delegated
Authority

Building Act Scopes of Practice

Part 3 — Building Officials
Division 1 — Building Officials

Qualification as building official
11 (1) In order to be qualified as a building official, a person must

(a) meet the following qualification requirements:
(i) pass one or more qualifying exams specified by the minister;
(ii) satisfy requirements, specified by the minister, respecting continuing professional development;
(iii) be @ member in good standing of a prescribed professional association;
(iv) any additional qualification requirements prescribed by regulation,

(b) be entered in the register as a qualified building official, and

() not be suspended under Part 5 [Administrative Penalties].

(2) For the purposes of this section, the minister may, by regulation,
(a) establish different scopes of practice and different classes of building officials by scope of practice, and

(b) provide for the recognition of extraprovincial building credentials and the classification of holders of extraprovincial building credentials into the different classes of building
officials.

(3) For the purposes of this section, the minister may
(a) specify different qualifying exams under subsection (1) (a) (i), held by the minister or any other person,
(i) for different scopes of practice, and
(ii) for persons in different classes of building officials who hold different extraprovincial building credentials,

(b) specify different requirements under subsection (1) (a) (i) for different classes of building officials, including, without limitation, by reference to materials or training provided by
the minister or any other person,

() hold qualifying exams referred to in subsection (1) () (i), and
(d) provide materials or training for continuing professional development referred to in subsection (1) (a) (ii).
(4) A person must pay the following fee to take a qualifying exam held under subsection (3) (c):
(a) to the minister, if the power to hold qualifying exams under subsection (3) (c) is not delegated under section 15 [power to delegate administration], a prescribed fee, if any;

(b) to the administrative authority, if the power to hold qualifying exams under subsection (3) (c} is delegated under section 15, a fee, if any, set by the administrative authority in
accordance with section 17 [pewer of administrative autharity to set fees for matters under its administration].

(5) A person must pay the following fee to receive materials or training provided under subsection (3) (d):
(a) to the minister, if the power to provide materials or training under subsection (3) (d) is not delegated under section 15, the prescribed fee, if any;

(b) to the administrative authority, if the power to provide materials or training under subsection (3) (d) is delegated under section 15, the fee, if any, set by the administrative
authority in accordance with section 17.
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Delegated Authority of Building Officials in British Columbia

Delegated
Authority

Building Act

|f‘> Scopes of Practice

Scopes of Practices

Building and Plumbing Officials
November 18, 2025

Promoting Building Safety and Professionalism

Past BOABC Webinar:
https://boabc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Scopes-of-Practice_final.pdf
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Qualified Building Official Scopes of Practice in British Columbia

Your
Knowledge \

A qualified Level 2
building official making
compliance decisions in
this space contravenes
the Building Act.

Professional and
Ethical
Expectations

What about a
compliance decision in
this space for a qualified
Level 2 building official?
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Qualified Building Official Professional & Ethical Expectations in British Columbia

Delegated
Authority

Building Officials' Association
Act

Copyright @ King's Printer,
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada

Licence
Disclaimer

-

3 Objects

-

7 Executive committee

-

10 Power to make bylaws

-

Professional and Ethical
Expectations

This Act is current to February 17, 2026

See the Tables of Legislative Changes for this Act's legislative history, including any changes not in force.

BUILDING OFFICIALS' ASSOCIATION ACT

[SBC 1997] CHAPTER 16
Assented to July 28, 1997
Contents
1 Definitions
2 Association continued as corporation with full capacity
3 Objects

4 Membership

5 Registrar to maintain register
6 Persons not affected

7 Executive committee

8 Officers

9 Powers and duties of executive committee
10 Power to make bylaws

11 General meetings

12 Use of titles

13 Inquiry

14 Discipline

15 Appeals

16 Offence

17 Application of Offence Act

18 Injunction

19 Transitional

20 Spent

21 Commencement

Definitions

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/97016_01
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Qualified Building Official Professional & Ethical Expectations in British Columbia

Delegated
Authority

Building Officials' Association
Act

-

3 Objects

-

7 Executive committee

-

10 Power to make bylaws

-

Professional and Ethical
Expectations

-1-
BUILDING OFFICIALS’ ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

BYLAWS

(1) In these bylaws, unless the context otherwise
requires:

« "Act" means the Building Officials' Association Act.

* "Association" means the Building Officials' Association of British
Columbia.

« "BCQ" means Building Code Qualified, a title issued by the
Building Officials' Association of B.C.

+ "Building Inspector" means a person who is responsible for the
enforcement of building regulations.

« “Building Official” means a Person who is responsible for the
administration and enforcement of Building Regulations and
includes, but is not limited to, a Building Inspector, Plumbing
Official and Plan Reviewer.

+ “Building Regulations” has the same meaning as the definition of
“building regulation” in the Building Act, as amended from time
to time.

* "Bylaws"” means the bylaws duly adopted by the Members of the
Association.

* "Director” means a Member elected or holding office in
accordance with section 13 of the Bylaws.
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Qualified Building Official Professional & Ethical Expectations in British Columbia

Delegated
Authority

Building Officials' Association
Act

-

3 Objects

-

7 Executive committee

-

10 Power to make bylaws

-

Professional and Ethical
Expectations

Code of Ethics

Ly

29. Code of Ethics

(1) The purpose of the Code of Ethics is to give general statements of
the principles of ethical conduct in order that Members may fulfill their
duty to the public, the profession and the members of the Association.

(2) All Members shall act at all times with fairness, courtesy, loyalty
and good faith to their associates, employers and the public. They
shall uphold the values of truth, honesty and trustworthiness and shall
strive to safeguard human life and welfare and the environment in the
performance of their professional duties. In keeping with these basic
principles, Members shall:

(a) hold paramount the safety, health and welfare of the public,
protection of the environment and promotion of health and
safety.

(b) uphold and advance the integrity, honor and dignity of the
Association.

(c) strive to increase public awareness regarding the
Association.

(d) endeavor to extend public knowledge and appreciation of the
relevance and importance of building regulations.

(e) enhance the reputation of the Association by meeting high
standards of public service.

(f) provide impartial, courteous, fair, efficient, and effective
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Qualified Building Official Professional & Ethical Expectations in British Columbia

Delegated
Authority

Building Officials' Association
Act

-

3 Objects

-

7 Executive committee

-

10 Power to make bylaws

-

Professional and Ethical
Expectations

Rules of Professional Conduct

-23-

(i) maintain devotion to high ideals of personal honour and
professional integrity.

30. Professional Conduct

The Members of the Building Officials' Association of British Columbia
(BOABC) accept the Rules in section 31 as a desirable method of
achieving increased professional status for the Association. TheseRules
are based on principles that the Members accept as necessary for
maintaining the high standard of behaviour to which the membership
adheres.

These Rules will be applied under stated guidelines to ensure the
protection of the rights of any Member of the Association whose
conduct allegedly violates the said rules.

31. Rules of Professional Conduct

RULE 1: No Member of the Association shall engage in any unlawful
activity in the performance of the Member's duties as a Building
Official or in the Member's relationship with others as an employee,
officer, business partner or business associate.

RULE 2: No Member shall be guilty of any serious and improper action
in the nerformance of his or her duties that brinas discredit and/or
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Qualified Building Official Professional & Ethical Expectations in British Columbia

Delegated
Authority

Building Officials' Association
Act

-

3 Objects

-

7 Executive committee

-

10 Power to make bylaws

-

Professional and Ethical
Expectations
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About BOABC

Executive Members & Staff
Executive Code of Conduct
Association Plans and Reports
Policies

\| Bylaws
Code of Ethics
Complaints

Committees & Working Groups Welcome to BOABC

Newsletters

Related Links We are the Association of professional buildir

The term building official is often used fora p
Association Student Awards review, field monitoring, or inspections for an
ASElth sk e i ensure that construction meets the minimum

Provincial Government. The review addresse:

BOABC Act
multitude of fire-and life safety systems, healt

safe plumbing and mechanical systems.

Zone Map
Zone Meeting Minutes
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Oversight & Appeals for Building Officials in British Columbia

Ove;;ight What happens when something goes wrong?

Appeals

(or maybe just when there is some friction in the system)
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Oversight for Building Officials in British Columbia

Oversight
&
Appeals

Building Officials

Community Charter o Building Officials’
& Building Act Association Act
Local Government Act
Administrative Law
_ Scopes of Professignal and
Procedural Fairness : Ethical
- Practice :
Impartiality Expectations
Duty to give reasons
BOABC
Regional Board/Council BOABC Complaints &
Court Order/Mandamus Registrar Discipline
Committees

37




Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Oversight for Building Officials in British Columbia

Oversight
&
Appeals

Building Act

Building Officials'
Association Act

"

"

Scopes of
Practice

Professional and
Ethical
Expectations
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BOABC
Registrar

BOABC
Complaints &
Discipline
Committees
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Complaints

Home / Complaints

The Association administers two complaints processes:

1. Building Officials’ Association Act complaints are focused on the professional competency and conduct of Association <j
members.

2. Building Act complaints are focused on the whether individuals and their employers are operating in accordance with
the regulated scopes of practice for building and plumbing officials.

Further information about the either of these complaints processes or and the scope of the Association mandate is
provided below.

Association Mandate
Building Officials’ Association Act Complaints
Building Act Complaints

Frequently Asked Questions

Association Mandate

The Association's mandate with respect to complaints, discipline and penalties is governed by provincial legislation. You
should be aware that this legislation does not provide the Association with a mandate to do the following:

= provide financial or other compensation to homeowners. contractors or other parties:
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Appeals for Building Officials in British Columbia

Building Officials

Community Charter
& Building Act
Local Government Act

g 2

Administrative Law

Oversight : Technical
& Procedural Fairness .
- Dispute
Appeals Impartiality

Duty to give reasons

g

Building Code
Appeals Board
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Governance and Accountability — Appeals for Building Officials in British Columbia

Oversight
&
Appeals

Building Act

"

Technical
Dispute

g

BC Building Code
Appeal Board

BRITISH
L

Mgd COLUMBIA o Search !

Home / Farming, natural resources and industry / Construction industry / Construction standards / Building Cod

MORE TOPICS Building Code Appeal Board
Construction standards Last updated on October 9, 2025
Legislation

The Building Code Appeal Board reviews appeals of local authority decisions relate

BC Codes regulations. You can submit an appeal to the board for review.

Digital construction tools

Code development and review On this page

* Building Code Appeal Board's role

Building Code Appeal Board
* Make an appeal

Decisions
e Review process

Resources Board decisions

Board reports
Regulatory partners

Contact Building Code Appeal Board

Ruildina Fada Annaal Raard'e rala

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/construction-
industry/building-codes-standards/building-code-appeal-board
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Overview — Delivery & Practice

HEALTH & SAFETY OF BUILDING OCCUPANTS

GOVERNANCE

EVIDENCE DELIVERY
& & &
ACCOUNT-
KNOWLEDGE o PRACTICE
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Delivery & Practice

DELIVERY
&
PRACTICE
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Canadian Building Regulatory System

Delivery and Practice — Building Officials as a Link

HEALTH & SAFETY OF BUILDING OCCUPANTS

EVIDENCE GOVEE‘NANCE DELIVERY
& |OFFICLy, &
KNOWLEDGE Ai%ﬁ_‘%’f‘ 7 PRACTICE

oe.do_“O\A
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End/Questions:

Tim Warner
Twarner@boabc.org
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