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Disclaimer
Information presented today does not directly represent the opinions of the Building Officials 

Association of BC (BOABC). This presentation is conceptual and for informal educational 
purposes only. The presenter and Association takes no responsibility for application of any 
concepts or interpretations in this presentation to specific projects. The slides must not be 

considered complete or exhaustive. Code provisions have been generally represented and may not 
reflect all exceptions.
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Land Acknowledgement
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Welcome!
Today's Session:

- 1 year of implementation
- Code changes and confusion

-Comparison of Calculation Method and Simplified Approach
- Special Guest

- Learning Guides/Resources
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Why is our Building Code changing?

1. Our Environment is Changing

2. Our Understanding of our Environment is 
Changing

3. Our Buildings are Changing

4. Bridging an existing gap between Part 4 and 
Part 9 lateral bracing design
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When is our Building Code changing?
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2006

2012

2024

2018

March 10 2025

March 08 2024

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/construction-
industry/building-codes-and-standards/revisions-and-mo/bcbc_2024.pdf

Spoiler: Mostly Tables

BCBC 9.23.13 changes through the years



Preparing for the Changes
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Slides are available at boabc.org/lunch-learn-webinars/

Questions, issues, errors, concerns? Please let me know! 



Working with the Changes
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https://www.bchousing.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/Illustrated-Guide-Lateral-
Bracing-Requirements-Part-9-BC-Building-Code-2024.pdf https://nrc-publications.canada.ca/eng/view/ft/?id=adf1ad94-7ea8-4b08-a19f-653ebb7f45f6

March 06 2025

December 22 2025

???



Working with the Changes
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June 06 2025



Working with the Changes
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February 02 2026

June 16 2025

June 16 2025



Working with the Changes
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HARMONIZATION

2026?
2027?

BCBC2027?



Working with the Changes
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www.vector4free.com

https://www.petsmart.ca/
https://draravindan.com/articles/leading-the-
way-inspirational-leadership

WHAT ABOUT 
ALTERATIONS AND 

ADDITONS?

WHAT ABOUT,
A-277 PERMIT 

AND INSPECTION 
REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT ABOUT, PIER 
FOUNDATIONS?

WHAT ABOUT, WHY 
RISK IT? LET'S JUST 

LET THE ENGINEERS 
DO IT!

WHAT ABOUT, ALL 
MY OTHER WORK?



Subsection 9.23.13 Framework RECAP+

Subsection 9.23.13: 
Bracing to Resist Lateral 
Loads due to Wind and 

Earthquake

Section 9.23: 
Wood-Frame Construction

Part 9: 
Housing and Small Buildings

<600m2 building area
<3 storeys

Group C, D, E and F2/3 occupancies

Generally comprised of lumber frames of small 
repetitive structural members @ <2ft o.c and clad, 

sheathed or braced on one side

? ? ? ?
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Subsection 9.23.13 Framework RECAP+

Code Pathways and 
Trigger Points

Methods of 
Calculation

Relaxations, 
Exemptions and 

Trade-Offs

The Rules

BCBC2024 (r6)
9.23.13.3.(2)

9.23.13.8
9.23.13.9

9.23.13.10

BCBC2024 (r6)
9.23.13.4
9.23.13.5
9.23.13.6

+ some others

BCBC2024 (r6)
A-9.23.13.7

9.23.13.7
9.23.13.11

BCBC2024 (R6)
9.23.13.1
9.23.13.2
9.23.13.3

+ some others
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Subsection 9.23.13 Framework RECAP+

Code Pathways and 
Trigger Points

Methods of 
Calculation

Relaxations, 
Exemptions and 

Trade-Offs

The Rules

BCBC2024 (r6)
9.23.13.3.(2)

9.23.13.8
9.23.13.9

9.23.13.10

BCBC2024 (r6)
9.23.13.4
9.23.13.5
9.23.13.6

+ some others

BCBC2024 (r6)
A-9.23.13.7

9.23.13.7
9.23.13.11

BCBC2024 (R6)
9.23.13.1
9.23.13.2
9.23.13.3

+ some others
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Subsection 9.23.13 Framework RECAP+

Engineered Design Prescriptive Design (Part 9 Lateral Bracing)

Box 1: Code Pathways and Trigger Points 

Table Method

Simplified Approach

Part 4 Design

Calculation Method

Alternative Method

CWC Guide

Compliance with 9.23.13 
for Part 9 Buildings
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Subsection 9.23.13 Framework 2026

*



Subsection 9.23.13 Framework 2026
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BCBC2024 (r6)

Methods of 
Calculation

How much bracing 
length in a Band?

*



BCBC2024 v NBC2025 Comparison 2026
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BCBC2024 (r6)

NBC2025

Methods of 
Calculation

???

How much bracing 
length in a Band?

*

*



Subsection 9.23.13 Framework RECAP+

Code Pathways and 
Trigger Points

Methods of 
Calculation

Relaxations, 
Exemptions and 

Trade-Offs

The Rules

BCBC2024 (r6)
9.23.13.3.(2)

9.23.13.8
9.23.13.9

9.23.13.10

BCBC2024 (r6)
9.23.13.4
9.23.13.5
9.23.13.6
+ others

BCBC2024 (r6)
9.23.13.7 
9.23.13.11

BCBC2024 (R6)
9.23.13.1
9.23.13.2
9.23.13.3
+ others
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Subsection 9.23.13 Framework 2026
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The Rules



Subsection 9.23.13 Framework 2026
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Material Rules

Panel Rules

Band RulesWhat are the 
constraints on the 
configurations of 

Bands, Panels and 
Materials?



Subsection 9.23.13 Framework RECAP+

Code Pathways and 
Trigger Points

Methods of 
Calculation

Relaxations, 
Exemptions and 

Trade-Offs

The Rules

BCBC2024 (r6)
9.23.13.3.(2)

9.23.13.8
9.23.13.9

9.23.13.10

BCBC2024 (r6)
9.23.13.4
9.23.13.5
9.23.13.6
+ others

BCBC2024 (r6)
9.23.13.7 
9.23.13.11

BCBC2024 (R6)
9.23.13.1
9.23.13.2
9.23.13.3
+ others
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Subsection 9.23.13 
Framework 2026

Relaxations, 
Exemptions and 

Trade-Offs

How to "break" the 
Rules



Subsection 9.23.13 Framework RECAP+

Code Pathways and 
Trigger Points

Methods of 
Calculation

Relaxations, 
Exemptions and 

Trade-Offs

The Rules

BCBC2024 (r6)
9.23.13.3.(2)

9.23.13.8
9.23.13.9

9.23.13.10

BCBC2024 (r6)
9.23.13.4
9.23.13.5
9.23.13.6

+ some others

BCBC2024 (r6)
A-9.23.13.7

9.23.13.7
9.23.13.11

BCBC2024 (R6)
9.23.13.1
9.23.13.2
9.23.13.3

+ some others
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Subsection 9.23.13 
Framework 2026

Code Pathways and 
Trigger Points

How do we figure out the 
acceptability (and limits) of 

a particular compliance 
path?
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Subsection 9.23.13 
Framework 2026

When is an Engineer Required?

par t9bracing.ca



Methods of Calculation Comparison 2026

Code Pathways and 
Trigger Points

Methods of 
Calculation

Relaxations, 
Exemptions and 

Trade-Offs

The Rules

BCBC2024 (r6)
9.23.13.3.(2)

9.23.13.8
9.23.13.9

9.23.13.10

BCBC2024 (r6)
9.23.13.4
9.23.13.5
9.23.13.6

+ some others

BCBC2024 (r6)
A-9.23.13.7

9.23.13.7
9.23.13.11

BCBC2024 (R6)
9.23.13.1
9.23.13.2
9.23.13.3

+ some others
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Methods of Calculation Comparison 2026
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Methods of Calculation Comparison 2026

30

Inputs

Prescribed manipulation of Inputs 
through the Code's

built-in engineering/risk mgmt
Process

Calculated* Bracing Length
(per Band) Output

Based on an understanding of a 
specific site/building

Calculation Method = More Complicated
Simplified Approach = Less Complicated

Calculation Method = Less Length
Simplified Approach = More Length

The same for all 
Methods of Calculation (!!)



Methods of Calculation Comparison 2026
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Calculation Method
Alt. Procedure

Calculation Method
Tables Procedure*

Simplified 
Approach

Restriction and 
conservative assumption

CSA O86



Methods of Calculation Comparison 2026
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Calculation Method
Alt. Procedure

Restrictions and conservative assumptions

CSA-086

Building Height

HWP <= 1.2kPa

Smax <= 2.6

Roof Height <= 6m

Reference Framing Types

Exact Values

Snow ?



Methods of Calculation Comparison 2026
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Calculation Method
Tables Procedure*

Restrictions and conservative assumption

Building Height

HWP <= 1.2kPa

Smax <= 2.6

Roof Height <= 6m

Snow <= 6kPa

Bracketed 
(Conservative Assumptions)

Reference Framing Types



Methods of Calculation Comparison 2026
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Simplified 
Approach

Restrictions and conservative assumption

Building Height

HWP <= 0.47kPa

Smax <= 0.6

Roof Height <= 3m

Snow <= 2kPa

Normal Weight Construction

Continuous Sheathing

Building Plan Dimensions 
21.2m x 21.2m

Rough Terrain

"Interior" Drywall

Reference Framing Types



Methods of Calculation Comparison 2026
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S = 1.85

HWP 0.330

Smax 0.311

Kimberley

Unknown

Continuously 
Sheathed

Normal Weight

WSP-A

Rough Terrain

Interior Drywall

Single Storey



Methods of Calculation Comparison 2026
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Calculation Method
Alt. Procedure

Simplified 
Approach

Bracing Per Band

5.1'

Total Bracing N/S 
Orth. Direction

15.3'

Total Bracing E/W Orth. 
Direction

15.3'

Bracing Per Band

13' (3.98m)

Total Bracing N/S 
Orth. Direction

39'

Total Bracing E/W Orth. 
Direction

39'

S = 1.85 HWP 0.330

Smax 0.311

Kimberley

Unknown

69.5' x 69.5'



Methods of Calculation Comparison 2026
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Calculation Method
Alt. Procedure

Simplified 
Approach

Bracing Per Band

4'

Total Bracing N/S 
Orth. Direction

16'

Total Bracing E/W Orth. 
Direction

16'

Bracing Per Band

13' (3.98m)

Total Bracing N/S 
Orth. Direction

52'

Total Bracing E/W Orth. 
Direction

52'

S = 1.85 HWP 0.330

Smax 0.311

Kimberley

Unknown

69.5' x 69.5'



Methods of Calculation Comparison 2026
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Calculation Method
Alt. Procedure

Simplified 
Approach

Bracing Per Band

2.7'/2.1'

Total Bracing N/S 
Orth. Direction

8.1'

Total Bracing E/W Orth. 
Direction

10.5'

Bracing Per Band

13' (3.98m)

Total Bracing N/S 
Orth. Direction

52'

Total Bracing E/W Orth. 
Direction

52'

S = 1.85 HWP 0.330

Smax 0.311

Kimberley

Unknown

30' x 69.5'



Methods of Calculation Comparison 2026
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Calculation Method
Alt. Procedure

# Band Optimization

Bracing Per Band

2.7'/2.1'

Total Bracing N/S 
Orth. Direction

8.1'

Total Bracing E/W Orth. 
Direction

10.5'

S = 1.85 HWP 0.330

Smax 0.311

Kimberley

Unknown

30' x 69.5'



Methods of Calculation Comparison 2026
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Inputs

Prescribed manipulation of Inputs 
through the Code's

built-in engineering/risk mgmt
Process

Calculated* Bracing Length
(per Band) Output

Based on an understanding of a 
specific site/building

Calculation Method = More Complicated
Simplified Approach = Less Complicated

Calculation Method = Less Length
Simplified Approach = More Length

The same for all 
Methods of Calculation (!!)



Methods of Calculation Comparison 2026
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Process

https://cwc.ca/design-tool/bracing-tool/

www.part9bracing.ca

Under Development



Building a Building Official’s Toolbox – Slide Construction Codes and Digital Solutions 
Branch (CSDS)

Authority

Rule 
Book

Tools

Tools

Under Development BCBC 2027 
(NBC 2025-Based Tool)

Stand-alone Excel-based Calculator

User-Friendly Digitized Tool on BPH

Part 9 Lateral Loads

Part 9 Lateral Loads 
Pre-Check Code Tool

Part 9 Lateral Loads Pre-Check Code Too can be use by designers, builders and others to pre-check to 
determine if a design is within limits of Part 9 requirement s related to lateral loads. The tool has been created 
to provide industry with assistance in designing for  these loads and does not include checking of other  
applicable code aspect . The t ool does is not a replacement  of the AHJ who has sole responsibility and aut hority 
to accept or approve compliance.

Part 9 Lateral Loads Pre-Check Tool

Slide Construction Codes and Digital Solutions Branch (CSDS) – March 19, 2026
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Learning Part 9 Lateral Bracing

Learn the Design Process

Learn the Inputs

Learn the Rules

Learn the Methods of Calculation Processes 
(or lean on the available tools)

Learn the Code Framework

Learn the Relaxations, Exemptions and Trade-Offs
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Learning Part 9 Lateral Bracing
Learn the Code Framework
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Learning Part 9 Lateral Bracing

Locate

Iterate

Conceptualize

Calculate

Learn the Design Process

Locate the bracing lengths on the plan

Iterate -- recognize that the desing process is iterative

Conceptualize the Band layout

Calculate the bracing length for each Band
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Learning Part 9 Lateral Bracing
Learn the Rules

www.part9bracing.ca/tutorials/flash-cards
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Learning Part 9 Lateral Bracing
Learn the Inputs

https://rdn.bc.ca/notice-2026-01-19
https://cwc.ca/design-tool/bracing-tool/
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Learning Part 9 Lateral Bracing
Learn the Relaxations, Exemptions and Trade-Offs

www.part9bracing.ca/resources

https://www.bchousing.org/sites/default/files/rcg-documents/2022-04/IG-Seismic-
Design-Houses.pdf

https://boabc.org/building-and-plumbing-code-interpretations-2018/
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Learning Part 9 Lateral Bracing
Learn the Methods of Calculation Processes 

(or lean on the available tools)

Practice

Learn the Methods of Calculation Processes 
(or lean on the available tools)

Practice

Practice



Round Table Discussion

50

www.vector4free.com

https://www.petsmart.ca/
https://draravindan.com/articles/leading-the-
way-inspirational-leadership

WHAT ABOUT 
ALTERATIONS AND 

ADDITONS?

WHAT ABOUT,
A-277 PERMIT 

AND INSPECTION 
REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT ABOUT, PIER 
FOUNDATIONS?

WHAT ABOUT, WHY 
RISK IT? LET'S JUST 

LET THE ENGINEERS 
DO IT!

WHAT ABOUT, ALL 
MY OTHER WORK?



End/Questions:
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Tim Warner
Twarner@boabc.org
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