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Question: 

1. If a 50mm thick concrete slab is installed above the ground cover within a heated 
crawlspace, are overlapping ground cover joints required to be sealed? 

 
2. Sentence 9.18.6.2.(4) requires penetrations of the ground cover shall be sealed against 

air leakage.  Does this apply to the overlapping joints?  
 

Interpretation:  

 
1. No.  
 
Clause 9.18.6.2.(2)(b) does not require ground cover joints to be sealed when they are 
covered by 50mm thick concrete and the joints overlap by a minimum 300mm.  
 
Further, Article 9.18.6.2. refers to Subsection 9.25.3. and Sentence 9.25.3.6.(3) states that 
where the air barrier is a flexible sheet material and is installed below a floor-on-ground, the 
barrier shall be lapped not less than 300mm.  

 

2. No. 

 

Sentence 9.18.6.2.(4) states that all penetrations of the ground cover shall be sealed against 

air leakage with reference to Subsection 9.25.3.  As per Sentence 9.25.3.3.(6), the 

penetrations such as “those created by the installation of doors, windows, electric wiring, 

electrical boxes, piping or ductwork” would need to be appropriately sealed to the air barrier 

material to maintain the integrity of the air barrier system over the entire surface.   


