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Disclaimer
Information presented today does not directly represent the opinions of the Building 

Officials Association of BC (BOABC). This presentation is conceptual and for informal 
educational purposes only. The presenter and Association takes no responsibility for 
application of any concepts or interpretations in this presentation to specific projects. 

The slides must not be considered complete or exhaustive. Code provisions have 
been generally represented and may not reflect all exceptions.
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Land Acknowledgement
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Welcome!
Today's Session:

➢ What is a Farm Building?
➢ How does the BCBC apply to Farm Buildings?

➢ Building Code Appeals
➢ Where is the Code headed?
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Why are we talking about Farm Buildings?
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What is a Farm Building?
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https://www.agristeelusa.com/dairy-buildings

https://matadorstructures.com/blog/pole-barns-agricultural-storage/

https://harnoisgreenhouse.com/commercial-greenhouses-bc/



What is a Farm Building?
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https://nationaltoday.com/barn-day/

https://thecounter.org/organic-chicken-contract-farming-shenandoah-valley/



What is a Farm Building?
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https://nationaltoday.com/barn-day/

https://www.rvffarm.com/blog/uncategorized/knoxville-wedding-venue-erin-wills-spring-wedding/



What is a Farm Building?
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?https://fraservalleyfarm.ca/abbotsford-house-with-acreage.html/listing.r3078427-
33861-sim-road-abbotsford-v3g-1n2.107634007

https://fraservalleyfarm.ca/abbotsford-house-with-
acreage.html



What is a Farm Building?
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https://www.tourismkelowna.com/listing/summerhill-pyramid-winery/34/

https://www.tripadvisor.ca/Attraction_Review-g154933-d212113-
Reviews-Summerhill_Pyramid_Winery-
Kelowna_Okanagan_Valley_British_Columbia.html

https://www.tourismkelowna.com/listing/summerhill-pyramid-winery/34/

???



What is a Farm Building?
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What is a Farm Building?
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What is a Farm Building?
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What is a Farm Building?
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?https://fraservalleyfarm.ca/abbotsford-house-with-acreage.html/listing.r3078427-
33861-sim-road-abbotsford-v3g-1n2.107634007

https://fraservalleyfarm.ca/abbotsford-house-with-
acreage.html



What is a Farm Building?

How to determine that a building is 

“...associated with and located on land 

devoted to the practice of farming” 

- Agricultural Land Reserve

- BC Assessment “Farm Status”

- Local Bylaws
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Land Use

https://retail-insider.com/retail-insider/2022/07/canadian-furniture-retailer-urban-
barn-opening-new-stores-including-flagship-this-fall-interview/



What is a Farm Building?

Agricultural Land Reserve (and Commission)

- Provincial land use zone

- Created 1973 to protect farmland

- ~5% of BC land base

- Preserves agricultural capability

- Limits non-farm development

- Local bylaws must align

- Administered by ALC

ALR regulates the land – not the building
16

Land 
Use

https://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/02036_01



What is a Farm Building?
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Land 
Use

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/d6a45c98667f484fbebc3e1cb072b77e#d
ata_s=id%3Awidget_22_output_config_default_geocode_utility_3_0%3A0

https://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/alr-maps/

Agricultural Land Reserve



What is a Farm Building?

BC Assessment Farm Classification

- Classifies land for property tax purposes

- Requires qualifying farm activity and 

income thresholds

- Administered by BC Assessment

- General land use indicator

Farm Classification regulates property taxation 

– not building code classification
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Land 
Use

https://www.cariboord.ca/media/l3cfphgs/bylaw-no-4997.pdf

https://info.bcassessment.ca/



What is a Farm Building?

Local Land Use Bylaws

- May use additional zoning to identify 

agricultural lands

- Must align with ALR

- Bylaws may also impact permit 

requirements and exemptions for farm 

buildings
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Land 
Use

https://www.nanaimo.ca/bylaws/ViewBylaw/4500.pdf



What is a Farm Building?
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Land 
Use

https://nanmap.nanaimo.ca/

https://www.nanaimo.ca/bylaws/ViewBylaw/4500.pdf

AR1

AR2

(ALR)



What is a Farm Building?
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?https://fraservalleyfarm.ca/abbotsford-house-with-acreage.html/listing.r3078427-
33861-sim-road-abbotsford-v3g-1n2.107634007

https://fraservalleyfarm.ca/abbotsford-house-with-
acreage.html

What about the building???



What is a Farm Building?

The building code is a risk-based 
relationship between:

- Building Type
(how a building is constructed)

- Building Use
(how a building is occupied)
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What is a Farm Building?
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What is a Farm Building?
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How does the BCBC apply to Farm 
Buildings?
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BCBC2024 points us to NFBC1995



How does the BCBC apply to Farm 
Buildings?
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NFBC provides relaxations to the requirements of the NBC (or 
BCBC) for low human occupancy farm buildings:



How does the BCBC apply to Farm 
Buildings?
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NFBC preface provides clarity on the rationale, and when the 
relaxations do not apply:



How does the BCBC apply to Farm 
Buildings?
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However, the NFBC is only a selection of relaxations. When the 
NFBC does apply, what code are the remaining aspects of the 
building to follow?



How does the BCBC apply to Farm 
Buildings?
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BC building 
meets definition 
of Farm Building

BCBC2024 
points to 

NFBC1995

Building is not
low human 
occupancy

NFBC1995 
points back to 
BCBC2024

Building is low 
human 

occupancy

Relaxations of 
NFBC1995 
permitted

For provisions 
not covered by 

NFBC1995 

NFBC1995 
points back to 

NBC1995



How does the BCBC apply to Farm 
Buildings?
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/construction-industry/building-codes-standards/building-code-appeal-board/building-code-appeal-board-decisions/bcab-1964



How does the BCBC apply to Farm 
Buildings?
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/construction-industry/building-codes-standards/building-code-appeal-board/building-code-appeal-board-decisions/bcab-1964



Where is the Code headed?
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BCBC2024 NBCC2025



Where is the Code headed?
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BCBC2024 NBCC2025



Where is the Code headed?
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BCBC2024 NBCC2025

None.



Where is the Code headed?
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BCBC2024 NBCC2025



Where is the Code headed?
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BCBC2024 NBCC2025



Where is the Code headed?
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BCBC2024 NBCC2025

None.



Why aren’t we there?
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Why is our Building Code changing?
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HARMONIZATION



Why is our Building Code changing?
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www.vector4free.com

https://www.petsmart.ca/
https://draravindan.com/articles/leading-the-
way-inspirational-leadership



Why is our Building Code changing?
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https://www.sarnia.ca/app/uploads/2025/05/FARM-BUILDINGS-IN-THE-ONTARIO-BUILDING-CODE.pdf



End/Questions?
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Tim Warner

Email: 
twarner@boabc.org
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