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Building Code Reference(s): 
Div. A - 1.4.1.2.(1); Div. B - 3.2.3.13.(3), 3.2.4.16.(1)(a), 
3.4.2.6.(1) 

Question: 

Does protection of exit facilities as required by Sentence 3.2.3.13.(3) apply to the principal 
entrance door of a building, when the principal entrance is not a required exit based on 
occupant load or travel distance? 

Interpretation: 

Yes. 

 

Sentence 3.4.2.6.(1) requires every principal entrance to have at least one door designed as 

an exit for the purposes of Section 3.4.  

Clause 3.2.4.16.(1)(a) requires every principal entrance to be provided with manual pull 

stations where a fire alarm system is provided.  

Sentence 3.2.3.13.(3) applies to all exits as defined in Division A, Article 1.4.1.2., not just 

required exits.  

The principal entrance door as required by Sentence 3.4.2.6.(1) must be protected as 

required by Sentence 3.2.3.13.(3) if there is an opening in a separate fire compartment that 

is within 3 m horizontally and at an angle of less than 135° from the door.   

 


