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Homes for People
Become a North American leader in 
digital permitting and construction

Mandate Letter
Work across ministries to expedite permits 
required for new housing construction
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Challenge for the housing and construction sector
“To fully offset a deterioration in affordability, new home completions would need to increase 25 per cent 

above their historical average level and sustain this record-high pace of construction for five years.”
https://www.bcrea.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023-03-28-market-intelligence.pdf 

https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/professionals/housing-markets-data-and-research/housing-research/research-
reports/accelerate-supply/canadas-housing-supply-shortages-a-new-framework?ap=a1-p7

https://www.bcrea.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023-03-28-market-intelligence.pdf
https://www.bcrea.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023-03-28-market-intelligence.pdf
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https://www.bcrea.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023-03-28-market-intelligence.pdf
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Construction Action Plan’s strategic objectives:

1. Boost productivity through factory-based construction using low-carbon 
wood systems, such as mass timber and prefabricated panels, enabling 
faster, cleaner, and more efficient building. 

2. Simplify processes by reducing regulatory and permitting friction, and 
aligning procurement, financing, and insurance systems with industrialized 
approaches to accelerate project delivery. 

3. Leverage provincial advantages by strengthening supply chains, expanding 
digital tools, and tapping into regional knowledge of manufacturers, 
workforce, and market demand.

Look West
Driving economic growth through 
construction innovation
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Building on creativity and confidence
Powered by a regulatory ecosystem that enables seamless 
access to digital tools, information and partnerships that 

make housing happen

Better 
Services

Providing access to 
user-friendly tools and 
solutions that simplify 

and accelerate 
housing development

Better 
Data

Building smarter, 
faster and more 

creatively with better 
access to data

Building 
Productivity
Building more 

housing by making 
modern methods of 

construction 
mainstream



Streamlined 
Approvals

Building 
Productivity

Better Data

BC 
Housing’s 

DASH

AI Development 
Insights Tools

Integration 
between 

manufacturers 
and developers

Standard 
Guides

Standard 
Permit 
Forms

End-to-end 
Permitting 

Service 
(Building 

Permit Hub)

Connection to 
other 

Regulators, 
Crown Corps, 

Utilities

Interactive 
BCBC

JSON 
BCBC

Digitized LG 
Rules & 
Bylaws

In-house 
Compliance 

Tools

3rd Party 
Tools

Standard 
Housing 
Designs

MARKETPLACE 
OF TOOLS

Interconnected 
data systems & 

Data Warehouse

Report 
Builder

Public 
Data 

Layers

Digital 
Twin

Rules & 
Tools



Streamlined Approvals
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Digital permitting foundations
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A secure, scalable, end-to-end digital permitting system that enables all communities to process permits 
online and provides a foundation for further digitization, automation and innovation

1. City of North Vancouver

2. Cowichan Valley Regional District

3. Tl’azt’en First Nation

4. District of Saanich

5. City of Langley

6. Bowen Island Municipality

7. Township of Ladysmith

8. Resort Municipality of Sun Peaks Mountain

9. City of Kamloops

10. District of Summerland

11. Sunshine Coast Regional District



Standardization
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Permits Standardized

Standardized Permits Remaining Permits
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39

Permit Standardization
• Consistent sequencing and shared components (e.g., contact 

and land title information, expedited / emergency approval)

• Standardized permit application forms

• Buildings and structures 

• Trades

• Site preparation

• Development permits and variances
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Part 9 drawing requirements
• Inconsistency of local government requirements for permit drawings

• Lack of design acumen and regulatory knowledge of Part 9 residential projects

When working in multiple jurisdictions to 

what extent have differences in permit 

drawing requirements negatively 

impacted (delayed) your project?

• No impact: 22%

• Minor impact: 47%

• Major impact: 25%

• Other: 5%



Building permit drawing guide
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Best practice guide for drawing requirements with a focus on Part 9 small-scale multi-unit 

housing, including:

• What is a permit drawing

• Integrated design process

• Construction options - modular

• Standardized drawing formats

• Notes and code verifications

• Cross-referencing of information

• Local requirements for SSMUH projects

• Site plans



Digital Tools
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Objectives

15

Any local government, builder, designer 
throughout the province have free access to 
key BC Building Code pre-check tools

Equitable access to pre-check tools

Instant feedback to identify non-compliance 
design features before permit submission

Design with confidence

Streamline permit reviews by reducing back-
and-forth, freeing building department time 
for higher priority reviews

Faster approvals
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Provincial BCBC tools
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Step Code tools
Look up

• Look up Part 9 and Part 3 Step Code levels for any community 
• Includes step-up and step-down pathways

• Local governments can configure directly through Building 
Permit Hub

Compliance forms
• Part 9 and Part 3 pre-construction forms

• As-built forms in development this summer

• Use for permit applications in any community



19

Excel-based Tool

Example of Results Pages (Not Finalized)

Preview of Tool Under Development (Not Finalized)

Digital pre-check tool – Part 9 lateral loads
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Piloting integration with 3rd party tools



Digital Rules
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New BCBC expectations and usages
• Construction processes are hindered by basic code production – technology 

and construction sectors are stepping in to provide solutions

• One (1) licensing agreement to authorize commercial use of BCBC content 

and six (6) seeking license agreements

• AI inspection tool, code compliance tools, guided calculation workflows, user-friendly 

code publication 

• Several local governments have expressed interest in accessing a machine-

readable BCBC
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Need for modern BCBC publishing
• New tools are essential to delivering on the promise of 

modern methods of construction

• Industry-led conversions have significant risk for errors that 
undermine trust and cause confusion

• Continual increase in new digital tools to help people build

• Priority to maintain credibility and trust in the provincial 
regulation



Easier for a broad range of code users to navigate, understand and 
apply code requirements

Ease of access

Maintains certainty by providing code users with a single, 
consistent and reliable reference point, increasing confidence that 
users know which code requirements apply to their projects

Single source of truth
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Objectives

Offers a current and authoritative machine-readable BCBC that 
powers new digital tools that help people build

Foundation for innovation
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New publication formats
Machine-Readable BCBC Interactive (Human-Readable) BCBC 
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• Machine-readable BC Building Code 
(JSON)

• Base file completed and correcting 
content, formatting errors

• Future availability of machine-readable 
BCBC via API

• Expanding to help local government 
policy and bylaw digitization (e.g., OCPs, 
zoning bylaws)

Digitization of rules

Interested in bylaw digitization? 
Contact nicole.vukosavljevic@gov.bc.ca
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? What BCBC requirements apply to 
my project?

? How much encapsulation do I need 
on my mass timber building?

? What are the limits on height, 
density, setbacks, lot coverage?

? Are there any convenants in place?

? What building configurations are 
possible on this site?

Design by PresentationGO (www.presentationgo.com)

From complexity to clarity and confidence
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• Full-text search, filters, and a clear navigation 

structure

• Glossary of defined terms, in-line definitions and 

BCBC cross-references

• Consolidated revisions and errata by effective date

• Quick access buttons to commonly accessed parts 

of the code

• Desktop, mobile and tablet friendly versions

Phase 1 (Jan-Mar 2026)

Interactive BCBC features

• Improving usability of the site 

• Exploring potential features to incorporate, 

e.g. 

• In-line and tagged objectives and 

functional statements

• Clear identification of NBC and BCBC 

code content changes at the word 

level

Phase 2 (Apr-Oct 2026)
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Thank you!
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