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Disclaimer
Information presented today does not directly represent the opinions of the Building 

Officials Association of BC (BOABC). This presentation is conceptual and for informal 
educational purposes only. The presenter and Association takes no responsibility for 
application of any concepts or interpretations in this presentation to specific projects. 

The slides must not be considered complete or exhaustive. Code provisions have 
been generally represented and may not reflect all exceptions.
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Land Acknowledgement
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Welcome!

Today's Session:
➢ History of Letters of Assurance

➢ Three Perspectives of LOAs
○ Building Code Accountability
○ Local Government Risk Management
○ Professional Practice
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Why are we talking about 
Letters of Assurance?
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Why are we talking about 
Letters of Assurance?
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How can we talk 
about Letters of 
Assurance?
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Building Code 
Accountability

Professional 
Practice

Local Government 
Risk Management

LOAs in Pt 9 
Buildings

● Consider three different 
perspectives, with different 
implications

● Can reasonable people disagree 
on the application?

● Understand the source and limits 
of building officials authority

● Professionally communicate

● Make competent and informed 
decisions on behalf of our 
communities



History of Letters of Assurance
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● Station Square Roof Collapse April 23, 1988

● Closkey Commission Report August 26 1988

● 19 recommendations to reform the construction 
industry in BC

● Recommendation #2 related to standardised Letters of 
Assurance to be incorporated into the BCBC

● Introduced in BCBC 1992, Division C

● Scope and application has evolved over time

● Remain in BCBC 2024, Division C

● BCBC and VBBL only
https://www.llbc.leg.bc.ca/public/pubdocs/bcdocs/43459/commissionerinquirystationsquare.pdf



Building Code Accountability 
Perspective

9

Building Code 
Accountability

Professional 
Practice

Local 
Government 

Risk 
Management

Building Code 
Accountability

LOAs in 
Pt 9 Buildings



Building Code Accountability
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/BC Building Code



Building Code Accountability
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Guide to the Letters of Assurance v7



Building Code Accountability
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BC Building Code



Building Code Accountability

13
Guide to the Letters of Assurance v7



Building Code Accountability
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BC Building Code

● Codified

● Standardised

● Provide Legal Building 
Code Accountability

● Equal standing to 
technical requirements

● Applicable across BC 
(even in areas without 
an AHJ)



Building Code Accountability
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Schedule A Schedule B

BC Building Code



Building Code Accountability
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Schedule A

BC Building Code

● Pre-permit requirement

● Outlines Owner and Coordinating 
Registered Professionals 
responsibilities to AHJ

● Commitments

● Notification Requirements



Building Code Accountability
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Schedule B

BC Building Code

● Pre-permit requirement

● Outlines Registered Professional of 
Record responsibilities

● Commitments

● Notification Requirements



Building Code Accountability
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Schedule C-A

BC Building Code

Schedule C-B

● Pre-occupancy requirement

● Outlines confirmation of 
completion of responsibilities



Building Code Accountability
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● Only scope where LOAs apply 
to Part 9

● Administrative (Div C) 
requirements, triggered by 
technical (Div B) 
requirements

BC Building Code



Building Code Accountability
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● Eg. Truss span exceeds 
12.2m

● Site Class “F”

BC Building Code



Building Code Accountability
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/
BC Building Code

● Primary 
references for 
understanding 
the “Building 
Code 
Accountability” 
perspective



Building Code Accountability
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Building Code Accountability
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Local Government Risk 
Management Perspective
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Local Government Risk Management
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Local Government Act and 
Community Charter

Local Building Bylaw

Building Official Authority

Provincial statutes grant building regulatory 
powers to local governments

Local government exercises those powers 
through a building bylaw.

Authority is established through appointment and 
delegation under the bylaw.

Source of building officials authority:



Local Government Risk Management
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Local Government Act and 
Community Charter

Local Building Bylaw

Building Official Authority

● Provincial legislation and local bylaws 
establish the authority and responsibilities 
of the Building Official.

● Building Officials exercise that authority to 
administer building regulation, protect 
public safety, and manage risk on behalf 
of the local government



Local Government Risk Management
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*applies also to Regional 
Districts through LGA s302

Local Government Act and 
Community Charter



Local Government Risk Management
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Local Government Act and 
Community Charter



Local Government Risk Management
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Local Government Risk Management

Municipalities: Community Charter, s54

Regional Districts: Local Government Act, s298

● A Building Official has a 
responsibility to provide “written 
reasons” for refusal to issue permit

Local Government Act and 
Community Charter



Local Building Bylaw

Local Government Risk Management
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Local Government Risk Management

City of Nanaimo 
Building Bylaw



Local Government Risk Management
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Local Government Risk Management

Local Building Bylaw

City of Fernie 
Building Bylaw



Local Government Risk Management
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Local Government Risk Management

City of Penticton 
Building Bylaw

Local Building Bylaw



Local Government Risk Management
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https://www.miabc.org/about-miabc/our-story



Local Government Risk Management
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● 2002 MIABC Core Building Bylaw

● 2018 MIABC Model Building Bylaw

● BCBC Letters of Assurance are “appropriated” by the 
Local Bylaws as a mechanism to manage local 
government risk

Local Building Bylaw



Local Government Risk Management
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Local Government Act and 
Community Charter

Local Building Bylaw

Building Official Authority

● Administrative (Div C) 
requirements, triggered by 
technical (Div B) requirements



Local Government Risk Management
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LOAs in 
Pt 9 Buildings

Local Government 
Risk Management



Local Government Risk Management
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Professional Practice 
Perspective
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Part 9 LOA Requirements
EGBC Perspective

ALLISON CHEN, P.ENG., P.E.

JUNE 17, 2026



Letters of Assurance 
Requirements for Part 9 
Buildings – AIBC/EGBC

• Published May 2021

• Outline LOA requirements when building 

is Part 9 but some components are not.

• Focus on the practice of architecture 

and engineering, NOT telling the AHJ 

what to do

AIBC-EGBC Joint Practice Guidelines-BC 

Building Code Letters of Assurance 

Requirements for Part 9 Buildings, V1.1

https://tools.egbc.ca/Registrants/Practice-Resources/Guidelines-Advisories/Document/01525AMW6FHC57LXJL5RD3UH6YCZLWA5SD/Joint%20Professional%20Practice%20Guidelines%20-%20British%20Columbia%20Building%20Code%20Letters%20of%20Assurance%20Requireme
https://tools.egbc.ca/Registrants/Practice-Resources/Guidelines-Advisories/Document/01525AMW6FHC57LXJL5RD3UH6YCZLWA5SD/Joint%20Professional%20Practice%20Guidelines%20-%20British%20Columbia%20Building%20Code%20Letters%20of%20Assurance%20Requireme
https://tools.egbc.ca/Registrants/Practice-Resources/Guidelines-Advisories/Document/01525AMW6FHC57LXJL5RD3UH6YCZLWA5SD/Joint%20Professional%20Practice%20Guidelines%20-%20British%20Columbia%20Building%20Code%20Letters%20of%20Assurance%20Requireme
https://tools.egbc.ca/Registrants/Practice-Resources/Guidelines-Advisories/Document/01525AMW6FHC57LXJL5RD3UH6YCZLWA5SD/Joint%20Professional%20Practice%20Guidelines%20-%20British%20Columbia%20Building%20Code%20Letters%20of%20Assurance%20Requireme
https://tools.egbc.ca/Registrants/Practice-Resources/Guidelines-Advisories/Document/01525AMW6FHC57LXJL5RD3UH6YCZLWA5SD/Joint%20Professional%20Practice%20Guidelines%20-%20British%20Columbia%20Building%20Code%20Letters%20of%20Assurance%20Requireme
https://tools.egbc.ca/Registrants/Practice-Resources/Guidelines-Advisories/Document/01525AMW6FHC57LXJL5RD3UH6YCZLWA5SD/Joint%20Professional%20Practice%20Guidelines%20-%20British%20Columbia%20Building%20Code%20Letters%20of%20Assurance%20Requireme
https://tools.egbc.ca/Registrants/Practice-Resources/Guidelines-Advisories/Document/01525AMW6FHC57LXJL5RD3UH6YCZLWA5SD/Joint%20Professional%20Practice%20Guidelines%20-%20British%20Columbia%20Building%20Code%20Letters%20of%20Assurance%20Requireme


Triggering of Seals and LOAs

• Professional involvement does NOT trigger use of LOAs

• Use of seal does not trigger use of LOAs 

• Only the code and local bylaws trigger use of LOAs

LOAs were not designed for use in Part 9 buildings or Part 9 

components; some discretion is required.



LOA Requirements
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Part 4 Structural

• Any structural elements outside of the scope of Part 9

➢ LOAs are required

• Associated document:

• Professional Practice Guidelines – Professional Structural Engineering 

Services for Part 9 Buildings (Engineers and Geoscientists BC )



Part 4 Geotechnical

• Any geotechnical conditions outside of the scope of Part 9

➢ LOAs are required

• Associated document:

• Professional Practice Guidelines – Geotechnical Engineering Services 

for Building Projects (Engineers and Geoscientists BC)



Sprinkler, Standpipe and Hose Systems

• Sprinkler system is designed to NFPA 13 but not to NFPA 13R or 

13D, or 

• Standpipe and hose systems designed to NFPA 14

➢ LOAs are required



Part 5 Environmental Separation

• If materials, methods and/or referenced standard in Part 9 are not 

used, may go to Part 5 

• As this option is not specifically noted in the BCBC

➢ LOAs are NOT required

• Associated documents:

• Professional Practice Guidelines – Building Enclosure Engineering 

Services (Engineers and Geoscientists BC)



Part 6 Heating Ventilation and Air-conditioning

• Sections 9.32. and 9.33. provide criteria for when a design can stay 

in Part 9 or goes to Part 6

• As this option is not specifically noted in the BCBC

➢ LOAs are NOT required



NECB for Energy Efficiency

• Section 9.36 contains provisions for when Part 9 buildings are to be 

designed to the National Energy Code of Canada for Buildings (NECB) 

• As this option is not specifically noted in the BCBC,

➢ LOAs are NOT required

• Associated document:

• Joint Professional Practice Guidelines – Whole Building Energy Modelling 

Services (AIBC and Engineers and Geoscientists BC )



Alternative Solutions

• As per the BCBC,

➢ LOAs are NOT required & NOT appropriate

• Registered professionals are not required by code BUT for alternative 

solutions related to one of the professional disciplines, registrants are 

expected to:

• Only rely on alternative solutions prepared by other registered professionals

• Authenticate their own alternative solution reports

• Conduct field reviews



Structural Engineering Services for Part 9 Buildings

- Components need to be supported and integrated into the building.

- The appropriate assurances are Schedules S-B and S-C. 

- Schedules B & C-B are not proper substitutions for Schedules S-B & S-C. 

- When LOAs are used for components, the scope must be made clear 

between the LOAs and the plans and supporting documents.
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Currently under revision!



LOA Mark Up Example
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Okay to cross out if 

no shop drawings



Independent Review of Structural Designs

Independent review is an evaluation 

• of the structural design concept, details, and documentation

• of substantially complete structural design documents 

• before they are issued for construction or implementation 

• by an appropriately qualified and experienced registrant 

• who was not involved in preparing the design.
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Independent Review of Structural Designs cont’d

Independent review is required for all structural designs, even components. 

Two exceptions:

• one- or two-family homes that fall under the prescriptive requirements of 

Part 9 of the code. 

• Retaining walls under 3 m

Since Independent Review is required for all structural designs and nothing 

should be crossed off the LOA that applies to the building (as per the code), 

Line 2.5 Independent Review of Structural Designs should not be crossed off. 
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THANK YOU

practiceadvisor@egbc.ca

Guidelines & Advisories

Quality Management Guides

https://tools.egbc.ca/Registrants/Practice-Resources/Guidelines-Advisories
https://www.egbc.ca/Registrants/Practice-Resources/Quality-Management-Guides


Collaborative Efforts
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Building Code
 Accountability

Professional 
Practice

Local Government 
Risk Management

LOAs in Pt 9 
Buildings

https://www.egbc.ca/



Other Webinars
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https://boabc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/BOABC-LL-Feb-21-24-Regi
stered-Proffessional_v2-Copy_compressed.pdf

https://apps.egbc.ca/knowledge-centre/cd614723-c31b-414f-9
867-890a34ba8234

https://boabc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/BOABC-LL-Feb-21-24-Registered-Proffessional_v2-Copy_compressed.pdf
https://boabc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/BOABC-LL-Feb-21-24-Registered-Proffessional_v2-Copy_compressed.pdf
https://apps.egbc.ca/knowledge-centre/cd614723-c31b-414f-9867-890a34ba8234
https://apps.egbc.ca/knowledge-centre/cd614723-c31b-414f-9867-890a34ba8234


End/Questions?
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Tim Warner

Email: 
twarner@boabc.org


